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Legislature of New York. 


IN ASSEMP LY—Sept. 30, 1814. 


MESSAGE, 
From his Excellency the governor, with aecompanging 
documents. 
Gentlemen—Conformubly to the declaration made 
in my public communication, I now do myself the 
honor of detailing the measures of defence which 
have been pursued in the recess of the legislature. 


Learning that general Brown’s army had retro- 
gaded to Erie, and was jeopardized, and that he had 
called on maj. general Hall for a small militia force, 
I dispatched col. John B. Yates, one of my aids, to 
that frontier with authority and diréctions to consult 
with the principal officers and characters there, and 
to make a further call for such force as might be 
deemed necessary. His report is herewith commu- 
nicated. Part of the militia called out by that order, 
have crossed to Erie, and conducted like patriots 
and brave men, as will appear by the official letter 
of major general Brown, which accompunies this 
letter. 


Taking it for granted that Srckett’s harbor would 
occasionally be drained of regular troops during the 
campaign, and that the commanding officer there 
would of course be tinder the necessity of asking 
for temporary reinforcements of militia, the major 
reneral and brigadier generals of the surrounding 
Sotviate of. country were severally instructed to 
comply promptly with any call for militia, without 
waiting to consult me; and Iengaged to confirm, as 
far as depended on me, their official acts in such 
cases. Accordingly, bodies of militia have, at dif- 
ferent times, repuired to the defence of the harbor, 
and a considerable number are now in service there. 

The success of the enemy at Washington, spread 
a momentary panic on the sea board. ‘The ¢orpo- 
ration of the city of New York, had previously made 
an arrangement with the general government for the 
advance, in the first instance, of the funds necessary 
to pay three thousand militia, to be called into ser- 
vice at New York. Upon receiving a requisition for 
that number of militia, it was immediately put in 
service. Soon after the disasters at Washington, a 
requisition was made by the commanding officer of 
the third military disirict, for a large additional 
number of. militia for the defence of New-York. 
This call was also promptly complied with and 
nambers rather exceeding the amount of the requi- 
sition, are now in the service of the United States, 
at New York. 

The Champlain frantier was at that time consi- 
dered by me, perfectly secure, and I was confirmed 
in this opinien by a communication from major 
general Mooers, of. the militia, a copy whereof, 
marked C. accompanies this communication—but 
after I had made a call upon the militia of the in- 
terior counties to make up the number required. for 
New York, a communication, acquainting me with 
the withdrawal of a principal part of the northern 
army from the frontier, and with general Izard’s 
eall upon maj. gen. Mooers, for a militia detach- 
ment, was received by me at New-York, and con- 
tained the first intimation I trad of that movement. 
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An express was instantly dispatched with orders for 
general Mooers to comply with general Izard’s de- 
mand, immediately. General Mooers, however, had 
anticipated my orders, by calling out the militia of 
Clinton, Essex and Franklin; and upon the receip, 
of my instructions made a further levy for militi, 
of Saratoga, Montgomery and Schoharie countie, 
detached and organized as a part of our quota of 
13,500 men, required by the president’s order of the 
4th of July last, and upon the Rensselaer, Washing- 
ton and Warren brigades en masse; and I directed 
that part of the detachment of 13,400 men, made 
from Rensselaer county, to repair to Plattsburg with 
general Eddy’s brigade. A few of these troops had 
arrived, and the residue were on their way when 
the glorious triumph of our naval and land forces at 
Plattsburg was announced. +i 


In addition to the militia in service at New York 
[thought it my duty, with the advice of the city 
authorities, to organize, for the defence of New 
York,a body ofseamen. Accordingly I have formed 
corps of sea fencibles, upon the principles contained 
in the act of congress relative to that description of 
troops. ~Butthey are liable to disbandment ifthe 
legislature should disapprove of their employment. 
j About one thousand ef this description of troops 

have been raised, and are stationed in the block 
houses, water batteries and other places in the har- 
bor, where they can be most serviceable, The cor- 
poration have been so liberal as to advance the funds 
for paying them, in confidence that the same will be 
assumed and retunded by the state. As the time 
for which the sea fencibles have been paid in advance 
will soon expire, an immediate expression of the in- 
tention of the legislature, with respect te their con- 
tinuance, is desirable, to the end, that they may be 
disbanded without further expenses, in case the em- 
ployment of them should not be sanctioned. 


It is with regret, I notice that the militia general- 
ly have appeared witheut arms or equipments; and 
that teo, where it was well ascertained that they 
were provided with them athome. There is no law 
which enables the officers to punish such delinquen- 
cy. There was no alternative left, therefore, but 
to assume the responsibility of purchasing an’ ade, 


‘ditional supply of arms to equip them, or to leave 


the city of New York unproteeted. I did not hesi- 
tate to purchase arms with funds advanced by the 
corporation of New York, under an expectation that 
they would be reimbursed by the state. The sum 
advanced by the corporation to the commissary of 
this state, for providing muskets, equipments, am- 
munition and camp equipage, and the sums advance 
ed by them to the principal paymasier for raising, 
paying and equipping about one thousand sea fenci- 
bles, will be stated in a communication as soon as I 
may receive the return from those officers, which 
they have been directed to make. 


In addition to these sums, five thousand dollars 
were advanced, at my request, to ene of the assist. 
ant deputy and quarter master generals of militia at 
New York, for the purpose of meeting some expen- 
ses indispensable for the comfortable acconmoda- 
tion of the militia, the deputy quarter master gen- 
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reqilisite assistance; but part only of ihe last men- 
tioned advance has been expended, the account .nd 
vouchers for which, with the balance in hand, wil: 
be transferred to the deputy quarter master genera’, 
an‘ the state be thereby exonerated from it. 

Tie paymasters and quarter masters of the militia 
of New York have executed bonds with satisfactory ; 
sireties, and in large penalties, for the performanc: | 
oftheir respective duties, and for rendering accu- 
rate and f.ithful vouchers and accounts for all mo- 
nies which come to their hands. 

Tbe state troops now jn service in New York,may 
be estimated, and are stat:oned as follows: 

One division under major gen. Ebenezer Stevens of 





the miitia, §,708 
One brigade commaned by brigadier gen. Samuel 

Haight, stavioned at Brooklyn, : 1,800 
One brigade commuand.d by brig. general Jeremiah : 
_ Johnsen, stationed at Brooklyn, 1,750 
One brigade under the cominand of brigadier general 

John Swartwout, stationed at Staten Islaad, 2,150 
Oné brigade, at Great Beron Island, unter the come 

mand of brig. gen. —— Van Orden, 1,500 





One brigade at Haeriem Heights commanded by brig. 


gen. Heermanee, 1,600 | 
One brivade stationed at Greenwich, under the com- 
mand of brig. gen. Peter Curtenius. 1,750 | 


A sqiia:'ron of cavalry, commanied by lieut. col. James 

Warner, 400 
Sea-fencibles, raised for the emergency, and stationed 

inthe Rockaway and Gravesend bluckhouse, and in 

forts Gates, Diamoad, Steveus, Ke. supposed tu by 

ia the whole, by this time, 1,000 


(etm 


17,650 


These troops, with the regulzrs, commodore De- 
eatur’s forces, the United States’ Sea Fencibles and 
tlie militisof New Jersey, do, in my opinion place 
the city of New-York in a respectable state of de- 
fence. 

All the services which were rendered by my aids 
de camp since the commencement of the war, 
and which at times have been very arduous, 
were rendered gratuitously until the first day of 
September, inst. when the pressure of business 
was such as to call for thew constant stten- 
dance and employment at my office; and I then 
ordered them into actual service, deeming it 
unréasonable any longer to require of them, as gra- 
tuitons, such arduous services as were needed, ancl 
for the wantof which it would have been impossi- 
ble for me, without destroying my health, to get 
along with the accumulated military business of my 
office. 

T pray the legislature to confirm this proceeding 
ad to make some provision which may hereafter re- 
jieve me from embarrassment in similar cases. 

Experience has, I believe, satisfied ail reflecting 
persons that the expence,public inconvenience, waste 
and destruction of military stores, and interruption 
of agricultural pursuits, arising from calls on the 
ordinary militia, as now organized and regulated, 
are totally disproportioned io their efficiency in ser- | 
vice, and that therefore a resort to some other mex- | 
sure to repe) invasion and to meet emergencies, is! 
indispensable. 

I buve had the honor to suggest the propriety o 
organizing and having in constant readiness as an 
advance corps, at least twenty thousand men uni- 
formed, armed and equipped. These may be raised 
by classiiication or otherwise, as may best suit the 
views of the legistature. Camp equipage, cannon! 
and arms, for the equipment of that number of men, | 
might be provided and be kept im readiness in ac-| 
cessible depots, and the ordinary militie might be 
excused from service except in adermer resort, 
when the exercise of more summary authority than 
is now granted by law will be necessary to compel 
attendance and enforce prompt subordination. The 
organization ef stefidepartments for the state, for 
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districts and for corps, as nearly conformable-to the 
staff of the army as may be pr:cticable, is highly 
necessary. Should an advance corps of about 20,000 
men beraised, uniformed and equipped for service, 
it might be or sanized, proportioned and held in 
readiness, as follows: 


POR THE NORTHERN FRONTIER. 
TWO DIVISIONS. 


One regiment artillery, ineluding cutupany officers, 1086 
Que brigade of sea-fi-ieibtes, 2:00 
One battalion of rifi-men, 540 
One squadron hors» artillery, to act also as cavalry, 54 
‘Two brigades of intamtry, : 43:6 

8646 


FOR THE CHAMPLAIN FRONTIER. 
ONE DIVISION. 


A-regiment of riflemen, 1°36 

One brigaie of iotantry, 2166 

A squadron of cavalry, 540 

4 battalion of artillery, 216 

Two companies of mounted riflemen, 216 

4536 

for the Frontier of Niagara, and on Lake Ontario: 

TWO DIVISIONS. 

One regiment of riflemen, 1086 

One regiment of artillery, 1080 
‘Two brigades of infantry, 432 
One battalion of sca-fencibtes, 54 
——— 

70°68 


The ignorance of discipline of some of the offi- 
cers of the militia, render it proper that the militia 
ry institutions should be kept up in time of war, as 
nurseries for officers. A liberal gentleman in New 
York has offered to uniform a corps of cadets if f 
would organize them, and permission has been given 
by the war department for three of the members of 
the military academy of the United States to take 
charge and instruct 1nd discipline them. ¥ should 
be happ», with the approbation of the legislature, to 
organize three comp.nies of cadets, and to have 
them instructed and disciplined for militia officers. 
One company for New York, one for the Eastern 
and one for the Western District. 

It is probable that no one establishment would be 
of more importance to the United States, and in 
particular to this state, than a cannon foundery up- 
on the Hudson above the Highlands. If the Legis- 
lature willtike measires separately or in concert 
with individuals to erect an extensive foundery on 
the Hudson, Tam satisfied that they will thereby 
greatly advince the public int«rests. The purchase 
money of a site ant other expenses of #n extensive 
fundery, will probably amount to 70,000 dollars. 
The establishment may, with industry, be put in 
cperation in two months. 

The power to organize the militia is vested in 
Congress. As that body is now in session, it is re- 
specifully submitted whether it would not be ad- 
viseatple to authorise a re-organization of the militia 
of this state in the recess of the Legislature, so as to 
conform in any new organization which congress 
may prescribe during their present session. 

DANIEL D. TOMPKINS. 

Albany, Sept. 30th, 1814. 

DOCUMENTS. 
(A.) 
Borraro, Sept. 5, 1814. 

Dear Sir—The militia are collécting at this place 
very rapidly—there ts the greitest probability that 
more will tuen out than were required by the orders 
Every thing has been done to rouse the feelings ef 
the community, and the exertions for that purpose 
have been apparently attended with very great suc- 
cess. Brig. general Davis, of Gennessee county, has 
ordered out his whole brigade, without any requisi« 
tion or authority. Yet, as it was thought they might 
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be usefully employed, it was thought proper not to 
discourage him, If he were regularly ordered out,’ 
he would take the command from general Porter. 

By a proper disposition and use of the means 
which new are, or ina few days will be, in the pow- 
er of gen. Brown, the enemy’s force now cannonad- 
ing Fort Erie, will be obliged to retire. There is 
every appearance of « disposition on the part of the 
militia to cross the Niagara; andifthey do not, the 
disappointment will be very great indeed—but 1 
cannot for amoment doubt it. If they do the ene- 
my must retreat or submit. The disproportion of 
force will be too yreat for them to resist. 

There has been a very great difficulty in procurs 
ing a sufficient quantity of arms. I wvrete to Mr. 
Carpenter, at Whitesboro’, from whom I have not 
yet heard. Ihave also written to Mr. Hopper at 
Onondaga. 











The arms at Canandaigua and Batavia have been 
taken for the use of the detachment—men have been 


sent ont also to collect such as may be in the hands | 
of individuals, and have not been returned; these 


together with such United States arms as can be 
procured, and British arms taken from the enemy, 
will probably be sufficient to arm the men. 
With the greatest respect, I am, 
Your excellency’s very obed’t. serv’t. 
(Signed) J. B. YATES. 


(B) 
Head-quarters, Fort Exie, Sept. 20 1814. 


thousand of the militia necessary to the maintenance 
of this frontier. I shall do what is in my power te 
aid the regular troops whetiever necessary. | 


Tam, &e, BENJAMIN MOOERS. 
His excellency gov. Tompkins.” , 


Copy of a letter from major-general Moders, of the 
militia, to major-general Izard, of the army. ~ 

Sim—Report says, we ai + invaded by the enemy’s 
flotilla, &c. or in imminent danger of being invaded 
by a formidable force. Should it be necessary to 
call out the militia on this occasion, your requisi- 
tion wiil be immediately attended to. Tato, &e. 

BENJAMIN MOOERS. 
Major-general Iztird, 12#i: Aug. 1814. , 
Copy of general Izard’s newer. 
Camp near Chazy, Aug. 13, 1814, 

Maj» gene Mooers, N.Y. militias 

Srr—Your note of yesterday was. délivered to me 
last evening; by major Rees. ‘There has occurred 
nothing on this frontier to justify the alarm which 
appears to prevail at Plattsburg. Jt is not improba- 
ble that an engagement will take place soon on the 
lines; but I see no caase for apprehending the result. 
{ have received no instructions to call out the militia; 
it will be well, however, to order such companies 
as are nearest to the scciie of operations, to hold 
themselves in readinéss to assemble mm arms at the 
shortest notice. Whe you shall have determined 
the place of rendezvous, i will thank you to give 
me notice of it, and of the number of men whe'm y 





My pean sin—Your exccellency is no doubt aware 
how much the army under my command has suffered 
from the fire of the enemy’s batteries, of which the 
first and second were not more than 509 yards dis- 
tant. Suon after my arrival, I ascertained they were 
night and day employed in erecting a third, to the, 
right of the others, which would rake obliquely our 





whole encampment. About the 12th, this new work 
was nearly completed, and in it were mounted some 


be counted upon. 
Lam, sir, your most obed’t humble serv’t, 
GEORGE IZARD. 
Copy of aletter from general Izard. 
Northern Army--Head-cuarters, near Chazy, © 


August 25th, 1814s, 
Hisexcellency gov. Tompkins, 


Sin—Having received on the 22d inst. aiithority 
from the department of war to inake a reditisition 


‘on the governor of New York, for such cetachménts 


long 24 pounders. Being very impatient under the | of militia as in my opinion, may be necessary, I cal'. 
fire of the old, and knowing that our difficulties ed upon m2jor-general Mooers as commanding offi. 
would encrease from the opening of a new battery, icer of the militia in this part of the state, for ore 
I determined to/hazard a sortie, with a view of car-|regiment of infuntry, and one troop of light dra- 
rying them, and destroying the cannon. Gn the 17th | goons, armed and equipped according to iw, to as- 
inst. an order was given to this effect, and executed ; semble as speedily as‘possible at the village of Chazy. 


tn the most gallant siyle. 

The batteries were carried, the principal work 
blown up, and the cannon effectually destroyed. It 
was a desperate conflict. fhe loss of the enemy 
cannot be less than SU0 men. Our own jis severe, in 
officers particularly. The militia of New York have 
redeemed their character—they behaved gallantly. 
Gen. Davis was killed, and general Porter slightly 
wounded in the hand. 

Of the militia that were called out by the last re- 
quisition, fifteen hundred men have crossed. This 
reinforcement has been of immenss importance to us ; 
it doubled our effective strength, and their good con- 
duct can but have the happiest effect upon the na- 
tion. The brave men deserve wellof their country; 
and I flatter myself that the legislature about to 
convene, will notice them as becomes the represen- 
tatives of a generous people. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedicat 
servant, 

(Signed) 
His excellency Gev. Tompkins. 


JAC. BROWN. 


(C.) 
Exiraci of a letter from major-general Mooers. 
; “Plattsburg, Aug. 14, 1814. 
Sin—Inclosed is a copy of my note to gen. Izard, 


I last evening was honored with mazjor-genera 
Mooers’s answer, by which I am informed; that “the 
has not received any instructions to call into ‘servite 
the militia, or any part of it, except whalis given by 
‘law in case of invasion, &c.” 
| Aslam ordered to move with the greatet part 94 
imy force from lake Champlain, I xm apprehensive, 
that ser:ous evil may result from the delay in acting 
upon the requisition. I hasten tO communicate the 
circumstance to you, in the wish that a remedy trav 

be applied in season, The fortifications erected by 

‘int direction at Plattsburgh and Cumberland Head, 
will, I trust, suffice for the protection of Captain 
Macdonough’s squadron, and the stores which & 
leave behind me. Bat they wiil require the whole 
of the force, amounting to between two and three 
thousand men of United States’ troops, under brie 
gadier-general Macomb, to whom I intitst their 
defence. The country nortli and west of these paintg, 
from Plattsburgh to Champhiin snd Chateaugay, with. 
remain exposed to the enemy. 

I sm, with great respect, sir, your excellency’s 
most obedient servant, GEO. IZARD, 


Copy of a letter to major-general Movers, 
New-York, Septemiber 2, 1814. 
Dean sin—I received, sometime since, a letter 
from you, containing a notice of an offer by you to 








and of his tome In place of a few compaiies, as; general Izard, to order out militia, anda copy of 
the general’s letter indicates, I eofygider several nis declensiga te Ce upen militia at thet time 
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Your conduct in that respect met my decided appro-| 
-bation—I was therefore surprized at the receipt of 
a letter from gen. Izard, informing me that you 
doubted your authority, or hesitated with respect ‘o 
a compliance with his request. You will perceive 
by reference to the act of congress, passed .28:h 
‘February 1795, that the requisition of the presi- 
dent may be made on any officer of the militia, 
who is bound to obey it; and that it is not indispen- 
‘sable, nor will the public emergencies generally ad- 
mit, that 1 should be made through the commander 
in chief of the state. I send this by express, and 
pray you, if you have not already done it, to comply 
with general Izard’s requisition immediatcly. You 
may order one battalinn from Saratoga, under ihe 
command of lieut. col. John Prior, and a m_jor to 
be ‘selected by yourself or him, and one regiment 


columns, under the command of general Porter, 
which were destined to turn the enemy’s right, with- 
in a few rods of the British entrenchments. They 
were ordered to sdvance and commence the action. 
Passing down the ravine, I judged from the ‘report | 
of musquetry that the action had commenced on our 
lefi; I now hastened to general Miller and directed 
hiin to seize the moment and pierce the enemy’s en- 
treunchment between batteries No. 2 and 3. My orders 
were promptly and ably executed. Within $0 mi- 
nutes after the first gun was fired, batteries No. 3 and 
2, the enemy’s line of entrenchments, and his two- 
block houses, were in our possession. Soon after bat- 
tery No. 1 was absndoned by the British. The guns 
in each were spikeii by us, or otherwise destroyed, 
ind the magazine of No. 3 was blown up. 

A few minutes before the explosion, I had order- | 
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from Washington and Warren counties. If the de-jed up the reserve under general Ripley. As he pas- 

tached regiments of Van Schaick and Green, organ-| sed me at the head of his column, I desired him as he 

ized by general orders of the 20th July Last, are not; Would be the senior in advance, to ascertain as near 

& be collected so readily, order out some of the re-}?* possible, the situation of the troops in general, and 

ginents of Washington and Warren counties en} to have a cure that not more Wis hazarded than the 

“masse. All details not comprehended in this letter,| Occ «sion required: that the object of the sortie effect- 
you are authoriscd to direct. ‘ed, the troops would retire in good order, &c. Ge- 

Tam, dear sir, your obedient servant, ineral Ripley passed rapidly on—soon after, I became 

; DANIEL D. TOMPKINS, {alarmed for general Miller, and sent an order for the 

Major-general Mooers. 2ist to hasten to his support towards hattery No. 1. 
ahh Colonel Upham received the order, and advanced to 
the aid of general Miller: General Ripley had in- 
a sees Pe ¢ ‘ clined to the lef:, where major Brooks’ command was 

: Gen. Br GWH'S splendid action. engaged, with a view of dishing some necessary en- 


Copy of a letter major general Brown to the secretary) quiries of that officer, and in the act of doing so was 
asahG of war, dated ‘unfortunately wounded. By-this time the object of 
Head-quarters, camp fort Erie, September 29th, 1814.: the sortie, was accomplished beyond my most san- 
sik—In my letter of the 18:1 inst, I briefly in-| guine expectations. General Miller had consequentiy 
formed you of the fortunate issue of the sortie which} ordered the troops on the right to fall back—observ- 
took place the day preceding. But it is due to the ing this movement, I sent my staff along the line to 
gallant«officers and men, to whose bravery we are/call in the other corps. Within a few minutes they 
indebted for our success on this occasion, that I}retired from the ravine, and from thence to camp. 
should give you a more circumstantial and detailed) Thus one thousand regulars and an equal portion 
account of this affair. : of militia, in one hour of close action, blasted the 
The enemy’s cump I had ascertained to be situa-| hopes of the enemy, destroyed the fruits of fifty days 
ted in a field surrounded by woods nearly two miles; labor, and diminished bis effective force 1000 men at 
distant from their batteries and entrencnments, the/| least. [am ata loss to express my satisfaction at the 
object of which was to keep the parts of ‘he force! gallant conduct of the officers and men of this divi- 
which was not upon duty, out of the range of our sion, whose valor has shone superior to every trial. 
five from fort Erie «nd Black-rock. Their infantry |General Porter in his official report herein inclosed, 
was formed into three brigades estimated at 12|/has very properly noticed those patriotic citizens 
or 15 hundred men each. One of these brigades,! who have done so much honor to themselves, by tree- 
with a detail from their artillery, was stationed at/ly and voluntarily tendering their services at a dan- 
their works, (these being about 560 yards distant! gerous and critical period. 
from old fort Erie and the right of our line.) Wej As the scene of action was in the wood in advance 
Yad already suffered much from the fire of two of|of the position | had chosen fer directing the move- 
their batteries, and were aware that a third was abou | ments of the whole, the several reports of the com- 
to open upon us.- Under these circumstances, I re-! mandants of corps must guide me in noticing indivi- 
solved to atorm the batteries, destroy the cannon and! duals. 
roughly handle the brigade upon duty before rhpye General Miller mentions lieutenant colonel Aspin- 
in teserve could be brought into action, _ {wall, lieutenant colonel Beedle, major Trimble, cap- 
On the morning of the 17th, the mfantry and rifle-| tain Hull, eaptain Ingersoll, lieutenant Crawford, 
ii . ar « shite 7 gates . > ~ 4 1R°. sad aa © y » ; ‘ 
_ men, regulars ani) aa, we! ch avagte to Be pars-| lieutenant Lee, and particularly ensign O’Fling as 
ded and put in readiness to march precisely at 12) entitled to distinction. 
‘e’clack. General Porter with the volunteers, colo-| Lieuterant colonel M’Donald, upon whom the 
nel Gibson with the riflemen,and m.jor Brooks with | command of the rifie corps devolved; upon the fall 
the 23d and Ist infuatry, and a few “ragoons acting! of the brave and generous Gibson, names adjutants 
3s infantry, were ordered to move from the ex reme | Shortridge of the Ist, and Ballard of the 4th regi- 
icfi of owr position upon the enemy’s nght, by a pas-;ment, as deserving the highest applause for their 
sage opened through the woods for the accasion.! promptness and gallantry in communicating orders. 
Gates Miller bar diccpterl io station his command Of the other pica of the corps, he jeplarte gene- 
iii the ravine which lies between fort Erie and the/rally, that the bravery and good conduct of all was 
enemy’s batteries, by passing them by detachments! so conspicuous, as to render it impessible to discri- 
through the skirts of the wool—and the 21st infantry! minate. 
under general Ripley was posted as a corps of re-} Major Brooks, to whom much credit is due for the 
serve between the new bastions of fort Eric; all un-}distinguished manner in which he executed the or- 
dur cover, and out of the view of the enem ders he receive dy speaks in high terms of lieutenants 


About 20 minutes before 3 P.M, I Gand the left! Goodell, Ingerso), Layingston, and ensigns Brant and 
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Fling of the 23d—particularly of the latter. Also 
of captain Simms, lieutenants Bissel, Shore and Bri- 
not of the 1st infantry, and lieutenant Watts of the; 
dragoons. 


\ 


Lieutenant colonel Upham, who took command of 
the reserve after general Ripley was disabled, be- 
stoWs great praise upon major Chambers of the 4th 
regiment of riflemen, attached to the 21st infauntry,'2s 


also upon captain Bradford and lieutenant Holding 
ef that regiment. : : 


My staff, colonel Snelling, colonel Gardner, m «jor 
Jones, and my aid-de-camp, major Austin and lieute- 
nant Armstrong were, as usual, zealous, intelligeni 
and active—they performed every duty required of 

them to my entire satisfaction. 


Major Hall, assistant inspector general, led a bat- 
talion of militia, and conducted with skill and gailan- 
try. Lieuienant Kirby, aid-de-camp to general Rip- 
ley, was extremely active and useful during the time 
he was in the action. 


Lieutenants Fraser and Riddle were in general 
Por‘er’s staff; their bravery was conspicuous, and no 
efficers of their grade were more useful. 


The corps of artillery commanded by major Hind- 
man, which has been so eminently distinguished 
throughout this campaign had no opportunity of 
taking a part in the sortie. The 25th infantry under 
colonel Jessup, was stationed in fort Erie to hold the 
key of our position. 

Colonel Brady, on whose firmness and good con- 
duct every reliance could be placed, was on com- 
mad at Buffalo with (he remains of ‘he 22d infantry. 
Lieutenant colonel M‘Bee and lieutenant colonel 
Wood of the corps of engineers, having rendered to 
this army services the most important, I must seize 
the opportunily of dgain mentioning them particular- 
ly. On every trying occasion I have reaped much 
beaefit from their sound and excellent advice. No 
two officers of their grade could have contributed 
more to the safety and honor of this army. Wood, 
brave, generous and enterprising, died as he had lived 
without a feeling but for the honor of his country 
and the glory of her arms. His name and example 
will live to guide the soldier in the pth of duty so 
long as true heroism is held in estimation. M‘Bee 
lives to enjoy the approbation of every virtuous and 
generous mind, and to receive the reward due to his 
services and high military talents. 


It is proper here to notice that although but one 
third of ‘the enemy’s force was on duty when his 
works were carried, the whole were brought into 
action while we were emplove. in destroying has can- 
non. We secured prisoners from seven of his regi- 
ments, and know that the 6th and 82d sufiered se- 
verely in killed and wounded, yet these regiments 
were not upon duty. 


Lieutenant general Drummond broke up his camp 
during the night of the 2'st and retired to his en- 
trenchments behind the Chippewa. A party of our 
men came up with the rear of his army at French- 
man’s creek; the enemy destroyed part of their stores 
by setting fire to the buildings from which they were 
employed in conveying them, We found in and 
about their camp a considerable quantity of canon 
ball, and upwards of one hundred stand of arms. 

I send you enclosed herein a return of our loss, 
The return of prisoners inclosed does not include 
the stragglers that came in after the action. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

JACOB BROWN, 
Honorable seeretary of War. 





| 


Copy of a letter from brigadier general Porter, to ma-. 
jor general Brown. . 4 

Fort Erie, September 22, 1814 _ 

s1r—tIn executing the duty you Lave imposed upon 


| me, of reporting the conduct of the officers and men” 


composing the left column, which you was pleased 
to place under my command, in the sortie of the 17th 
inst. the pleasure I derive in representin you the” 
admirable conduct of the whole, is esol chastened 
by sorrow for the loss of many brave and distinguish 
ed men. Pet 

Being obliged from the nature of the ground, to’ 
act on Foot, it was impossible that my personal ob- 
servation should reach to every officer. Some part 
of this report must therefore rest upon the informa- 
tion of others. | 

I: is the business of this communication to speak 
of the conduct of individuals;, yet you will permit 
me to premise, although well known to yourself al- 
ready, that the object of the left column was.to pene- 
trate, by a circuitous route, between the enemy’s 
batteries where one-third of his force was always— 
kept on duty, and his main camp, and that it was sttb- 
divided into three divisions—the advance of 200 rifle- 
men, and a few Indians, commanded by colonel} Gib- 
son, and two colums ,.oving parallel to, and 30 yards 
distant from each other. The right cohamn was com- 
manded by lieutenant colonel Wood, headed by 400 
infantry, under major Brook of the 23d, and followed 
by 500 volunteers and-militia, being parts of lieute- 
nant colonel Dobbin’s, McBarney’s and Fleming’s re- 
giments, and was intended to attack the batteries. 
Phe left column of 500 militia was commanded by 
brigadier general Davis, and comprised the com- 
mands of lieutenant colonels Hopkins, Churchill and 
Crosby; and was intended to hold in check any rein- 
forcements from the enemy’s camp; or both columns 
(circumstances requiring it, which frequently hap- 
pened) to co-operate in the same object. 

After carrying by storm in the handsomest style, a 
strong block-house im rear of the third battery, 
making its garrison prisoners, destroving the three 
24 pounders and their carriages in the third battery, 
and blowing up the enemy’s magazine, and after co- 
operating with general Miiier in taking the second 
battery; the gallant leaders of the three divisions all 
fell nearly at the same time; colonel Gibs«n, at the 
second battery, and general Davis and heutenant co- 
lonel Wood, in an assault upon the first. 

Brig. general Davis, although a militia officer of 
litle experience, conducted on this occasion with 
all the coolness and bravery of a veteran, and fell 
while advancing upon the enemy’s entrenchments* 
His loss as a citizag, as well as a soldier, will be, 
severely felt in the patriotic county of Genessee. 
Col. Gibson fully sustained the high military repu- 
tation, which he had before so justly acquired. You 
know how exalted an opinion I have always enter- 
tained of Lieut. col. Wood of the engineers. His 
conduct, on this day, was, what it uniformly has 
been, on every similar occasion, an exhibition of mi- 
litarv skill, acute judgment, and heroic valor. Of 
the other regular officers, lieut. col. Macdonald 
and major Brook, senior in command, will report to 
you in relation to their respective divisions. Per- 
mit me, however, to say of these two officers, that, 
much as was left to them by the fall of their dis- 
tinguished leaders, they were able to sustain their 
parts in the most admirable manner, and they richly 
deserve the notice of the government. 

Of the militia, I regret that the limits ofa report 
will not permit me evento name ail those, who on 
this occasion established claims to the gratitude of 
their fellow citizens; much less to particularize ia- 
dividual merit. Lieut. eobs. Mopkiys, M’Rurney, 
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Churchill and Crosby, and majors Lee, Marcie, 
Wilson, Lawrence, Burr, Dunham, Kellogg, and 
Ganson, are entitled to the highest praise for their 
gallant conduct, their steady and persevering exer- 
tions. Lieut. col. Dobbin being frevented by se- 
vere indisposition from taking the field, major Hall, 
assistant igspector general, volunteered his services 
to jyin major Lee in the command of the volunteer 
regiment; and maj. Lee and every other officer 
speaks in the highest terms of the gallant ‘and good 
conduct of this young officer. 

_Capt, Fleming, who cemmanded the Indians, was, 
as he always is, in the front of the battle. There 
is not amore intrepid soldier in the army. I should 
be ungrateful, were I tc omit the names of captains | 
Knapp an? Hall ef ihe volunteers, and capt. Parker 
utd lient. Chatfield of the militia, by whose intre-| 
pidity T was, during the action, extricated from the 
most tnpleasant situation. Capts. Richardson, Buel, 
and Kennedy, lieuts. Parkhurst and Brown, and 
acyuts. Dobbin, Bates, and, Robinson, particularly 
distinguished themselves. The patriotic conduct 
of capt, Flliott with 20 young gentlemen, who vo- 
lunteered from Batavia, and of maj, Hubbard with; 
14 men exempted by age from military duty, should 
not be omiited. They were con$picuous during the 
action. ; 

You wll excuse me, if I shall seem partial, in 
speaking of my own family, consisting of my brigade 
majo: Frazer, my volunteer aid de camp Riddle, 
(both Ist. lietitenants in the 15th infantry,) capr. 
Bigger of the Canadian volunteers, messrs. Willi- 
ams and Delapievre, volunteer aids for the day, all} 
of whom except Mr. Williams were wounded, 

Lisuts. Frazier and Riddle were engaged fer most | 
of the prececding day with fatigue parties, cutting | 
roads for the advance of the column through the 
swainp, and falling timber tothe rear, and within 
150 yards of the enemy’s right: which service they 
executed with so much address as to avoid discove-| 
ry; and on the succeeding day they conducted the 
two colufans to the attack. Fraser was severely 
wounded by a musket ball whilst spiking a gun on 
the seconl battery. Riddle, after the first battery 
was carried, descended into the encmy’s maguzine, | 
and afer securing (with the assistance of quarter 
master Greene of the Volunteers, whose good con- 
duct deserves much praise) a quantity of fixed am- 
munition, blew up the magazine and suffered se- 
verely by the explosion. I must solicit, throuzh you 
sir, the attention of tbe general government to tlicse 
meritorions young men, Cesptain Bigger is an ex- 
cellent officer, and rendered me much assistance, | 
but was dangerously wounded. The other young! 
sentlemen are citizens, and deserve much credii for! 
their activity, and for having voluntarily encounter: | 
ed danger. My axl decamp, major Dox, was con- 
fined at Buffalo by sickness. 

On the whole, sir, [can say of the regular troops 
attached to the left column, and of the veteran 
volunteers of lieut. col. Dobbin’s regiment, that 
every man did his duty, and their conduct on this 
oceasion reflects a new lustre on their former bril- 
liant achievements. To the militia, the compli- 
ment is justly due, and I could pay them no greater | 
one, than to say, that they were not surpassed by the 
heroes of Chippawa and Niagara in steadiness and 
bravery, 

The studied intricacy of the enemy’s defences, | 
consisting not only of the breast works connecting | 
their batteries, but of successive lines of entrench-! 
ments for a hundred yards in the rear, covering the | 
xutteries and enfilading each other, and the whole} 
obstructed by abbatis, brush and felled timber, was | 
calculated to produce confusion atjong the assail- 
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ents, and led to several contests at the point of the © 
bayonet. But by our double columns any temporary 
irregularity inthe one was always corrected by the 
other. Our success would probably have been more 
complete, but for the rain which unfortunately set 
in soon after we commenced our march, which ren- 
dered the fire of many of our muskets useless, and 
by obscuring the sun, led to several unlucky mis- 
akes. As an instance of this, a bedy of 50 prison- 
ers who had surrendered, were ordered to the fort 
in charge ofa subaltern and 14 volunteers; the offi- 
cer mistaking the direction, conducted them to- 
wards the Britishcamp in the route by which we 
had advanced, and they were retaken with the 
whole of the guard, excepting the officer and one 
man who fought their way back. Several of our 
stragglers were made prisoners by the same mistake. 
But, sir, notwithstanding these accidents, we have 
reason to rejoice, at our signal success in were 
a vastly disproportionate injury on the enemy, an 
in wholly defeating all his plans of operation against 
this army, 
Ih:ve the honor to be, with very great respect, 
your obedient servant, 
P.B. PORTER, Brig. Gen. 
Com’g.Volunteers and MVilitia. 
Muj. gen. Brown, Com’g. &e. 
Report of the killed, woursled and missing of the left division of 


the army at fort Erie, commanded by wajor-gene: a! Brown, in 
the sortie against the enemy's batteries, on the 17th Sept. 1814, 


TOTAL OF REGULARS. 
Killed, 1 lieut. colonel, 3 captains, 5 sergeants, 7 corporais, 44 


} privates. 


Wounded, 1 brig. general, 1 brigade major, 1 colonel, 1 leut. 
colonel, 1 major, 2 captains, 11 subalterns, 1 principal musivan, 12 
sergeants, }1 coworals, 9+ privates. 1 

Missing, 1 adjutant, 1 sergeant,4 corporals, 1 musieran, 36 pre 


Vates. 
TOTAL OF MILITIA, Ke. 

Killed, 1 brig. gen. 1 capt.3 subalterns,1 sergt. 1 corporal, 12 

rivates. 
. Wounded, 1 maj. gen, 2 aids de camp, 1 brig. maj. 2 eapts. 2 
subalrerns, 4 sergts. 3 corporals, 65 privates. 

Missing 1 lieut.col. 1 maj. L qr. master, 2 eapts. 4 subalterns, 9 
sergts. 13 corporals,6 musicians, 136 privates. 

GRAND TOTAL. 

Killed, 1 brig. gen. 1 licut. col. 4 capt«.3 subalts. 6 serzts. $ corps. 
56 privates. ; 

Wounded, 1 maj. gen. 1 brie. gen. 2 aids de camp, 2 br. majors, 
1col. 1 lient. coloael, 1 major, 4 captains, 13 subalts, 1 principal 
inusician, 16 serets. '4 corporals, 159 privates. 

Missing, 1 lieut. col. 1 major, 1 adyutaut, 1 qr. master, 2 Capts. 4 
subalterns, 'O sergts. 17 corporals, 7 musicians 172 privates 

Aggregate—Officers 45; non-commissioned officers, nusicians and 
privates 466. Total 511. 

NAMES AND RANK OF OFFICERS. 
Killed—Lient. col. E. D. Wood, captain and brevet lieut. col. of 


| engineers. 


Capt. L. Bradford, 21st infantry. 
Capt. H. Hak, 1 th imiantry. 
Capt. L. G. A. Armistead, ist riflemen. 
Wounded—Staif, brig gen. Ripley, 2d brigade, dangerously, shot 
through the neck. 
Ist. Lieut. Crawford, Lith inf. brig maj. 1st brigade, slightly, shot 
in the arm. 
oth inf.—Licut. col. Aspinwall, severely, left arm amputated. 
Capt. Ingersoll, slightly, in the head. 
ist. Lieutenant E. Childs, severely, bayonet woand through the 
thigh. 
1ith infantry—Ist. licut. W. F. Hale, dangerously, shot in the 
body. 
od lievt. J. Clark, severely, in the body. 
3d. lieut. Stevenson, severely, through the thigh. 
3d, lieut. Davis, dangerously, through the bods. 
‘ 19th imfantry—major Trimble, dangerously, shot through the 
Cdv. 
En. Neely, slightly, shotin the thigh. 
21st. inf.—in. Cumsnings, severely, in the arm. 
23d. inti—Ist. lieut. Brown, slightly, in the arnie 
En, O’Fling, mortally, since dcad. 
Ist Rilemen—capt. Ramsey, severely, in the groin. 
3d lient. Cobh, severely.in the body. 
4th Riflemen—colone! James Gibson, mortally, died the 18th. 
Mstant. 
Ist. lieut. Gantt, severe wonnds in the arm and side. 
MISSING, 
Ist. liewt. Ballard, adjutant 4th riflemen, prisoner, 
OF THE MILITIA, 
Killed—Brig. gen. Davis, of volunteer brigade. 4 
Capt. Buel, of lietit. col. Crosby's regt. 
Lieut. Brown, of lieut. col. M’Burney’s, regt. 
Lieut, W. Belknap, of lieut. col, Fleming's rege 
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‘Ensign Blakesle of lieut. col. M’Barney’s sents 
Wourded—Staff; major general P. B, Porter, sword wound in the 
band. 


Ist. licut. Fraser, 13th infantry, brigade major, severely, in the 


eg. 

Sst. lieutenant Riddle, 15th infantry, acting aid de canp, slight 
Cant. Rigkér, 2. ¥. volunteers, acdng al esvercly througis the 

Capt. Bigger, N. X¥. volunteers, ng aid, s*vere rou 
breast and should-r. F . '. 

Lieut. col. Dobbii’s re 

Lieut. Baily, in the side 

Licut. colonel M’Buraey’s regiment—capt. Haie, wounded aud 
prisoner. , 

Lt. eol. Hopkins’ regt.~lieutenant Gillet, thro’ the thigh. 

Missing—Lieutenant colonel W. L. Churchill, aj. E. Wilson, 
quarter master O. Willcox, capt. Crouch, capt. Case, lieut. Case, 
evsigus Chambers, Clark, Church, prisoners. 

C. K. GARDNER, Adj. Gen. 
Return of prisoners taken in the sortie from Fort Erie, onthe \7th 
of Septenber $14. 

Regt. of Wattevi:le—2 majors, 3 capts. 3 licuts. Lassistai:t stir 
geon, 4 staf s«rgeants, 7 sergeants, 7 corporals, | drummer, and 
204 privates. ‘lotal23.. 

Royal artiilery—9 privates. 

Ist regt. Royal Scot—? sergeants, 16 privates. 

6th regt.—i sergt. 9 privates. 

8th or King’s regt-—1 captaia, 1 lieut. 1 ensign, 8 sergeants, 9 
corporals, 66 privates. 

82) regt—9 privates. 

89th regt.—! scrgt. | corporal, 19 privates—Total 7!. 

Grand total—- ‘majors, i captains, ; licuts. 1 eusign. 1 assistant 
surgeon, 4 staff sergeants, 19 sergeants, 17 corporais, t drummer, 
33. privates. 

Aggregates—385. 


capt. Knapp, in the hip. 


J. SNELLING. Inspector General. 


‘for their e 





TH:. BRITISH “OFFICIAL.” 
[The following is a pure ‘official’? Though; 
Brown accomplished every thing hie designed) 
gaining every battery he aimed at, general 
Drummond makes out a kind of negative vic- 
tory. He is careful not to mention his loss; 
yet permits it unofficially to be said that, he' 


had but 190 taken prisoners, though about 320: 


captured in the splendid affair, are now at 
Greenbush. ] 

DISTRICT GENERAL OKDFR. 
Head-quarters, Camp before fort Evie, 18th 
September. 

Lieutenant general Drummond, having re- 
ceived the reports of the general officer in ihe 
{mmediate direction of the troops engaged yes- 
terday, begs to offer his best acknowledge- 
ments for their very gallant conduct in repul- 
sing the attack made by the enemy on our bat- 
teries, with his whole force, represented to 
eonsist of not less than five thousand men, in- 
eluding militia. The brilliant style in which 
the batterv No. 2, was recovered, and the ene- 


and the incorporated militia, which supported 
the troops engaged | | 


fhe lieutenant general deeply laments the 


unfortunate circumstances of weather which 
enabled the enemy to approach unperceived 


close to the right of the position, and to 

ture a considerable number of the regiment 
De Watteville stationed at the point. ‘I'he se- 
vere loss in killed and wounded which the Sth 
or King’s and De Watteville’s regiment have 
suffered, affords incontestible proof that Ne. 
2 battery was not gained without a vigorous 
resistance; it is equa!ly obvious that the block- 
house on the right was well defended by the 
party of the king’s regiment stationed in it. 

Lieutenant general Drummond ‘eels great} 
indebted to major general De Watteville for 
his judicious arrangement; and be also desires 
to offer his thanks to the respective command- 
officers of brigades and corps, and the officers 
and men o: the royal artillery and engincers, 
ions. ‘To major general Stovih, 
who joined the army a short time before the 
attack, the liectenant general is indebted for 
his assistance, and also to the officers of the 
general of his personal ste. 

Lieutenant general Drummond greatly re- 
grets the wounds which have deprived the 
army for the present of the services of colonel 
Fisher, lieutenant colonels Pearson and Gor- 
don. 

Lieutenant colonels Fisher, Pearsor, and 
Gordon, have permission to proceed to the rear 
for the recovery of their wounds. 

(Signed) J. HARVEY, 
Liewitnant colonel deputy adjt. gen. 

[Private letters say 270 Americans were 
taken prisoners, that 190 of cur troops were 
taken, and 14 of our officers wounded ] 

GENERAL ORDER. 


Mead-quarters, Montreal, 29th September 1814." 

His excel’ency the commaneer of the forces 
having received the official report of lieutenant 
general Drummond, of an affair which took 
place atfort Erie, on the 17th instant in which, 
very superior numbers of the enemy were re- 


"4 ~~” 
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my driven beyond ourentrenchments by seven 
co;npanies of the 82d reziment under major 
P: octor, and three companies of the 6th regi- 
ment detached under major Taylor, excited 
lieuienant general Drummond's admiration, 
and entitled those troops to his particular 
thanks. On the right the enemy’s advance 
was checked by the Ist battalion of the royal] 
Scotts, supported by the 89th under the di- 
rection of lieutenant colone] Gordon of the 
royals; and in the centre he was driven back 
by the Glengary light infantry, under lieute- 
nant colonel Battersby, and directed by lieu- 
tenant colonel Pearson, inspecting field officer. 
T’> these troops the lieutenant general’s best 


pulsed with loss, entirely coincides with the 
lieutenant gencral in the jast tribute of praise 
he bestows on the intrepid valor and determi- 
ned discip!ine evinced by the troops under his 
command, as detailed in the district general 
order of the 18th inst. which his excellencyis 
pleased to order to be published for the ge- 
neral information of the troops under his com- 
mand. (Signed) EDW. BAYNES, 
Adjt gen, NV. A, 
Copy of a letter from major-general Brown, to the ee- 


cretury of war, dated 
Head-Quarters, camp Fort Erie, Oct. ist, 1814, 


Sir—Looking over my official account of the bat- 
tle of the 17th ult. I find that the names of the re+ 
giments which composed genera! Miller’s command, 





thanks are due, as also to the remainder of 
the reserve under lieutenant colonel Campbell 


‘have not been given. As I believe it even more im- 
ortant to distinguish corps than individuals, f am 





consisting of the remaining companies of the 
6th regiment, the flank companies of the 41st, 


anxious to correct the mistake. General Miller on 
«hat day comman ged the remains of the 9th and 11th 
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infantry, and a detachment of the 19th. Of three 
field officers who were attached to them, two were 
severely wounded ; liteutenant-colonel Aspinwall, of 
the 9th, gallantly leading his men to the attack upon 
the enemy’s entrenchments ; and major Trimble of 


the 19th, who was shot within their works, cenduct- 


ing with great skill and bravery. A detachment of 


the 17th regiment was attached to the 21st. 
Very respectfully, your most obd’t serv’t. 


JACOB BROWN. 
don. secretary of war. 





Treasury Report. 


Copy of a letier from the chairman of the committee of 


Ways and Meazs to the secretary of the treasury, 
dated 
Washington, October 14, 1814. 

st1n-—The committee ef Ways and Means have had 
under their consideration the support of public cre- 
dit by a system of taxation more extended tian the 
one heretofore adopted.. They have determined to 
suspend proceeding on theiz report at present before 
the house of representatives, with a view to aflord 
you an opportunity of sugggesting any other, or such 
additional provisions as may be necessary to revive 
and maintain unimpaired the public credit. 

} have the honor to be, your most obedient, 

JOHN W. EPPES, 
Honorable Mr. Dallas, secretary of the treasury. 
THE ANSWER. 
Treasury depariment October 17, 1814 
stn—I have the honor to acknowledge tie receipt 
of your letter, dated the 14th instant, and aware of 
the necessity for an early interposition of congress 
on the subject to which it relates, I proceed, at the 
moment of entering upon the duties of office, to offer 
to the consideration of the committee of Ways and 
Means, an answer on the several points of their en- 
quiry. 

Contemplating the present state of the finances, 
it is obvious, that a deficiency in the revenue, and a 
depreciation in the public credit, exist from causes 
which cannot in any degree be ascribed, either to the 
want of resources, or to the want of integrity in the 
nation. Different minds will conceive different opi- 
nions in relation to some of those causes; but it will 
be agreed on ail sides, that the most operative have 
been the inadequacy of our system of taxation to 
form a foundation for public credit; and the absence 
even from that system of the means which are best 


adapted to anticipate, collect and distribute the} 


public revenue. 

The wealth of the nation, in the value and products 
of its soil, in all the acquisitions of personal property, 
and in all the varieties of industry, remains almost 
untouched by the hand of government; for, the na- 
tional faith, and not the national wealth, has hitherto 
been the principal instrument of finance. It was rea- 
sonable, however, to expect, that a period must occur 
in the course of a protracted war, when confidence 
in the accumulating public engagements could only 
be secured by an active demonstration, both of the 
capacity and the Cisposition to perform them. In 
the present state of the treasury, therefore, it is a 
just consolation to reflect, that a prompt and reso- 

ute application of the resourées of the country will 
effectually relieve from every pecuniary embarrass- 
ment and vindicate the fiscal honor of the goyern- 
ment. 

. Bat it would be vain to attempt to disguise, and 
it would be pernicious te palliate the difficulties 
which are now to be overcome. The exigencies of 


prosecution of the war, beyond any amount which it 
would be politic, even if it were. practicable, to rmse 
by an immediate and constant imposition of taxes, 
‘Fhere must, therefore, be a resort to credit, for a 
considerable portion of the supply. But the public 
credit is at this juncture so depressed, that no hope 
of adequate succor, on moderate terms, can safely 
rest upon it. Hence it becomes the object first and’ 
last in every practical scheme of finance, to re-ani- 
mate the confidence of the citizens; and to impress 
on the mind of-every man, who, for the public ac- 
count, renders services, furnishes supplies, or ad- 
vances money, a conviction of the punctuality as wei 

as of the security of the government. If is no’ to be 
regarded, indeed, as the case of preserving a credit 
which has never been impaired,but rather as the case 

of rescuing from reproach a credit over which doubt 
and apprehension (not the less injurious, perhaps, 
because they are visionary) have cast an inauspicious 
shade. In the former case, the ordinary means of 
raising and appropriating the revenue, will always be 
sufficient; but in the latter case, no exertion can be 
competent to attain the object, which does not quiet, 
ia every mind, every fear of future loss or disap- 
pointment in consequence of trusting to the pledges 

of the public faith. ; 


| 


The condition of the circulating medium of the 
country presents another copious source of mischief 
and embarrassment. The recent exportations of: 
‘Specie have considerably diminished the fund of gold 
‘and silver coin; and another considerable portion of 
| that fund has been drawn, by the timid and the wary, 
|from the use of the community, into the private cof- 

fers of individuals. On the other hand, the multi- 
plication of banks in the several states has so increas- 
ied the quantity of paper currency, that it would be 
| difficult to calculate its amount; and still more dif- 
‘ficult to ascertain its value, with reference to the 
jCapital on which it has been issued. But the benefit 
of even this paper currency is ina great measure lost, 
as the suspension of payments in specie at most of 
the banks has suddenly broken the chain of accom- 
‘modation, that previously extended the credit and 
the circulation of the notes which were emitted in 
one state into every state in the union. It may in 
{general be affirmed, therefore, that there exists at 
this time no adequate circulating medium common 
to the citizens of the United States. The monied 
transactions of private life are ata stand; and the 
fiscal operations of government labor with extreme 
inconvenience. It is impossible that sucha state of 
things should be long endured; hut let it be fairly 
addeéd,that with legislative aid it is not necessarythat 
the endurance should be long. Under favorable cir- 
cumstances, and to a limited extent, an emission of 
treasury notes would, probably, afford relief; but 
treasury notes are an expensive and precarious sub- 
stitute, either for coin or for bank notes, charged as 
they are with a growing interest, productive of no 
countervailing profit, or emolument, and exposed to 
every breath of popular prejudice or alarm. The es- 








y | tablishment of a national institution, operating upon 


credit combined with capital, and regulated by pru- 
dence and good faith, is, after all, the only efficient 
remedy for the disordered condition of our circula- 
ting medium. While accomplishing that object, too, 
there will be found, under the auspices of such an in- 
stitution, a safe depasitory for the public treasure, 
and a constant auxiliary to the public credit, But 
whether the issues of a paper currency proceed from 
the national treasury or a national bank, the accep- 
tance of the paper in a course of payments and re- 





the government require a supply of treasure for the 


f 


ceipts must be forever optional with the citizens. The 
extremity of that day cannot be anticipated, when any 
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honest and enlightened statesman will again venture 
upon the desperate expedient of a tender law. 

From this painful, but necessary developement of 
existing evils, we pass with hope and confidence, to a 
more specific consideration of the measures from 
which relief may be certainly and speedily derived. 
Remembering always, that the objects of the g 
yernment are to place the public credit upon a so id 
‘and durable foundation; to provide a revenue com- 
mensurate with the demands of a war expenditure, 
and to remove from the treasury an immediate pres- 
sure, the following propositions are submitted to the 
committee, with every sentiment of deference and 
respect. 


PROPOSITIONS. 

L It is proposed, that during the war, ard until 
the claims contemplated by the proposition are com- 
pletely satisfied, or extinct, there shall be annually | 
raised by taxes, duties, imports and excises, a fund 

for these purposes. . 

1. For the support of government, ‘ dolls. 1,509,000 

2. For the principal and interest of the public debt, 

existing before the declaration of war, and payable 

according to the contract, 

3. For the interest of the public debt contracted, and 
to be contracted, by Joans, or otherwise, from the 
commencement to the terminatton of the war Cal- 
evlated upon av annual principal of 72 millions of 


t 


3,500,000 


dollars. 4,320,°60 
4. For the payment of treasury notes, with the ac- 
cruing interest, 7,400,000 


5. For the payment of debentures to be issued (as is 
hereafter proposed) for liquidated balances, due to 
individuals, on account of services or supplies, au- 
thorised by law, but either not embraced by a spe- 
cific appropriation, or exceeding the sum appro- 


priated, 280,090 
6. Fora eurrent addition to the sums raised by loan, or 

issues of treasury notes, towards defraying the 

general expenses of the war, 2,900,000 
7. For the gradual establishment of a sinking fund, 

to extinguish the debt incurred during the war, 500,000 
%. For a contingent fund,to meet sudden and occasi- 

onai demands upon the treasury, , 1,500,000 








dolls. 21,600,000 

II. It is proposed, (nat during the war, and until 
the claims contemplated by the preceding proposi- 
tion are completely satisfied, or rather adequate 
funds shall be provided and substituted by law, 
there shall be annually raised, by the means here 


specified, the following sums: 
1. By the customs (which cannot be safely estimated, 


during the war, ata higher product) 4,070,900 
2. By the existing internal dutics, 2,700,000 
3. By the existing direct tax, 2,500,000 
4. By the sales of public lands (which cannot be safely 

estimated, during the war, at a higher product) 800,000 
5. By an addition to the existing direct tax of 100 

per cent, 2,850,000 
6. By an addition of 100 per cent on the present auc- 

tion duties 7 150,000 


4, That the subscription of the United States shall be 


Sed ingt kaened sinee the Reocioteeee of war, and trea: 
m the proportion of one- in treas notes 
al three hfths in Se cent stock. ‘te : 


3. That the subscriptions of corporations, companies and individa- 


als, shall be paid at the following periods: 
20 dollars on each share, to be Seid at the time of 


subscribing, in gold or silver cout fi | 
40 dollars on each share, to be paid in gold or silver SS i 
coin, one mouth after the odbectiitiens. 2,490,600 © 
40 dollars on each share, in two months after the a 
subscription, in gold or silver coin, © ~ * "9,400,000 





100 dolls. ie 
100 dollars on each share, in gold or silver ay Hy ep bDe5 
in six per cent stock, or in treasury netes, ac- 
cording to the preceding appoijutments to be 
aid at the time of subscribing 


150 dollars on each share, to be paid in like manner fe. 
in two months after subscribing ” 9.000.000 

150 duliars on each share, to be paid in ike manner ig 
, in three mouths after subscribing 9,000,000 
Si ye: Le 
500 30,900,000 


raid in six: 

per cent stock, at the same periods arnidin the same Zaman ona 
as a payments of private subscriptions, in stock and treasury 
notes. 

5. That the United States may substitute six per cent stock, for the 
amount of the treasury notes subscribed by corporations cum- 
Phong and intlividuals, as the notes respectively become due and 

aya ee 

6. That the bank shall Joan to the United States 30,909,000, a. an 
interest of six par cent, at such periods, and in such sums, as shall 
As go mutually convenient. : 

¢- That no part of the public stock, constituting a 3 
capital of the bauk, shall be sold during the Gass Pep iteie iat: 
sequent time, for less than par; nor at any time to an amount 
exceeding one moicty, Without the consent of congress, | 

8. ‘That provision’shall be tnade for protecting the bank notes from 
forgery; for limiting the issue of bank notes; and for receiving 
them in all payments to the United States. 

9. That the capital of the bank, its notes, deposits, dividends, or 
profits (its real estate only excepted,) shail not be subject ta tax- 
ation by the U. States or by any individual state. 

10. ‘That no other bank shalJ be established by congress during 
the ter for which the national bank is incorporated, ‘ 

11. That the national bank shall be governed by fifteen directors 
being resident citizens of the United States and stockholders, 
Phe president of tie United States shail annually name five di- 
rectors, and designate one of the five to be the president of the 
bank. ‘The other directors shall be annually chosen bv the qua- 
lified stockholders,in person or by pyoxy. if resident within the 
Wnited States, votiug upon a seale graduated according to the 
number of shares which they wespectively hold. he cashier 
and other officers of the bank to be appointed agis usualin simi- 
lar institutions. : 

12. ‘That the directors of the national bank shall appoint seven pers 
sous, one of whom to preside, as the Managers of each office of 
discount and deposit, and one person to be the cashier. 

13- That the general powers, privileges, and regulations of the 
bank, shall be the saine as are usual in similar institutions; but 
with this special provision, that the general accounts shall be 
subject to the inspection of the secretary ofthe treasury. 

1V. It is proposed, that, after having thus provided 
for the punctual payment of the interést upon every 
enomination of public debt; for raising annually a 
portion of the annual expense, by taxes; for esta- 
blishing a sinking fund, in relation te the new debt, 


as well as in relation to the old. debt; and for secur- 





7- By an addition of 100 per cent on the existing du- 
ties upon carriages, 

$. By an addition of 50 per cent on the existing duties 
on licenses to retail wines, spirituous liquors aad 


foreign merchandise, 300,000 
9. By an addition of 10) per cent on the existing rate 

of postage 500,000 
10. By the proceeds of the new duties specified in the 

annexed schedule, marked A. making in the aggre- 

gate, 7,000,000 








, dols. 21,090,090 
Ill. Tt is proposed, that a national bank shall be 
incorporated for a term of twenty years, to be esta- 
blished at Philadelphia, with a power to erect offi- 
ces of discount and deposit elsewhere, upon the 
following principles» : 
i. That the eapital of the bank shalt be fifty millions of dollars, to 
be divided into 100,000 shares of five hundred dollars each. 
Three fifths of the capital, being 60,090 shares, amounting to 
30,000,000 of dollars, to be subscribed by corporations, companies 
or individuals: and two fifths of the capital, being 40,000 shares, 
re to 20,000,000 of dollars, to be subseribed by the U. 
states, * eA 
. That the subscriptions. of corporations, companies and indi- 
viduals, shall be paid for in the following manner: 
One fifth part, or 6,009.000, in gold or silver coin. 
Four-fifth parts, or 24,009,000, in gold or gilver coin, or im six 





ing to the public the eflicient agency of a national 


200,000 | bunk; the only remaining object of supply shall be 


accomplished by annual loans, and issues of trea- 
sury notes, if, unexpectedly, such issues should con- 
tinue to be necessary or expedient. 
i. The amount of annual expenditure during the war, 
eexceeding the sums provided for, does not adiuit of 

a prospective estimate beyond the vear 1815; but 

for that year it may be estimated with sufficient ac- 

curacy for the general purposes of the preseut com- 

muuication, at dolls. 28,000,000 





3, Then for the year 1815, an additional provision must 
be made, authorising a loan and the issue oftreasu- 
ry hotes, to an equal amount dulis. 28,000,000 


Y. It is proposed that accounts for authorised ex- 
pences being duly stated and settled, a certificate 
or debenture shall issue to the accountant specifying 
the balance; and that in all cases where there has 
been no specific appropriation, or the claim exceeds 
the amount of the sum appropriated, the balance 
shall bear an interest of 3 per cent. until provision 
is made by law for paying the amount. 

YI. And finally, it is proposed to relieve the trea- 
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sury fro:a an immediate pressure, upoa the princi- 
ples of the following statement: —_ 
1. The amount of demands npon the treasury (ex- 
clusively of balances of appropriations for former 
ears unsatisfied) was stated in the scopat of the 
te ages oy the treasury,of the ot Septem 
_ ber, 1814, to be on the 30th ef June, 27,576,391 19 
2. The accounts of the third quarter of 1814, are not 


yet made up, and the precise sums paid during that 
quarter canuot now be ascertained; but they amount 
to nearly, 8,400,000 





Leaving to be paid in the fourth quarter of 1814. dis. 19,176,391 19 





8. This balance, payable during the 4th quarter of 1814, consists 


of the fultowing items: 
Civil, diplormatic and miscellaneous 

expenccs, about 353,292 99 
Military, about 8,792,678 
Naval, about 2,382,010 97 
Public debt, about 7,613,419 3 





dolls. 19,176,391 19 





4. The existing provisions by law for the payment of this balance 
af dolls. 19,176,391 19, may be stated as follows: 
Whe act of the 2ath of March, 814, authoriseda loan 
fer : 25,000,0:'0 
The act of the 4th of Mareh, 1814, authorised an issue 


of treasury notes for 5,002,000 





dolls. 34,060,000 
Under these authorities there have 











been borrowed on Joan, about 19,895,000 
There hasbeen sent to Europe in 6 
per cent stock 6,000,000 
There has. been issued in treasury 
notes 3,504,000 
20,399,000 | 
dolls. 9,601,000 
There remains therefore an unexe 
cuted authority to burrow 8,105,000 
To issue treasury notes 1,496,000 





9,801,000 





The demands ofthe fourth quarter being then 
There may be applicd to meet them, 
the revenue acerning during the 


19,176,391 19 


quarter from all sources, about 2,900 000 
Also, payments to be made on ac- 

countof loans already contracted 

for, accordjng to the authority a- 

bove stated, about 2,500,200 





5,400,000 





Leaving a balance to be provided for dolls. 13,776,391 19 





By the authority remaining to bor- 
row 8,105,000 

By the authority remaining to issue 
treayury notes 

By an additional authority tobe 
granted by law to borrow, and to 
jssue treasury notes 


1,496,000 


4,175,391 19 





dolls. 13,776,891 19 





These estimates, however, it will be observed, are 
made with a view, simply, to the appropriations by 
law for the expences of the year 1814; and do not em- 
brace a provision to satisfy balances of apprepriations 
made for the expences of preceding years which have 


claims and demands upon the public,must be regard 
ed as immediately applying to the year 1815. In 
every subsequent year there will necessarily be some 
variation: as, for instance, the item of interest on the 
old debt will annually sink, while the item of interest 
on the new debt will annually rise during the conti- 
nuance of the war. 

The items for annually raising a portion of the 
public expences by taxes, and for applying to the 
new debt a sinking fund (gradually increasing, until 
it becomes commensurate to its object) are essential 
features in the plan suggested, with a view to the re- 
vival and maintenance of public credit. The extin- 
guishment of the old debt is already in rapid operae 
tion by the wise precaution of a similar institution. 

2. The second proposition will, dowbtless, generate 
many and very various objections. The endeavor has 
been however, to spread the general amount of the 
taxes over a wide surface with a hand as light and 
equal as is consistent with convenience in the process, 
and certainty in the result. 

All the opportunities of observation, and all the 
means of information that have been possessed leave 
no doubt upon the disposition of the people to con- 
tribute generously for relieving the necessities of 
their country; and it has been thought unworthy of 
that patriotic disposition to dwell upon scanty means 
of supply, or shori lived expedients. Whenever the 
war shall be happily terminated in an honorable 
peace, and the treasury shall be again replenished 
by the tributary streams of commerce, it will be at 
once a duty and a pleasure to recommend an allevia- 
tion, if not an entire exoneration of the burthens 
which necessarily fall at present upon the agricul- 
culture and manufsctures of the nation. 

5. In making a proposition for the establishment of 
a national bank, I cannot be insensible to the high au- 
thority of the names which have appeared in opposi- 
tian to that meassre upon constitutional grounds. 

It would be presumptuous to conjecture that the 
sentiments which aciuated the opposition have pas- 
sed away} and yet it would be denying to experience 
a great ptactical advantage, were we to suppase that 
a difference of times and circurhstances would not 
produce a corresponding difference in the opinions 
of the wisest, as well as of the purest men. But in 
the present case, a chenge of private opinion is not 
material to the success of the proposition for esta- 
blishing a national bank. In the administration of 
human affairs, there must be a period when discus- 
sion shall cease and decision shall become absolute. 
A diversity of opinion may honorably survive the 
contest; but, upon the genuine principles of a repre- 
sentative government, the opinion of the majority 
can alone be carried into action. The judge who 
dissents from the majority of the bench, changes not 
his opinion, but performs his duty, when he enforces 
the judgment of the court, although it is contrary to 
his own convictions. An oath to support the consti- 
tution and the laws, is not, therefore, aa oath to sup- 





not been called for at the treasury. But it will, pro- 
bably, be deemed expedient to make such provision | 
by extending the new authority to borrow from the} 
above balance, to 6,000,000. If the 6 per cent. stock | 
wich has been sent to Europe should be there dis | 
posed of, it will form an item in the estimates of the: 
ensuing year. . 

As a portion of the amount to be provided during | 
the present quarter, consists of treasury notes which | 
will soon be due, it will be adviseable to make them | 
receivable in subscriptions to the loan. 

It is proper to accompany these propositions with | 
a few explanatory remarks, 


1. The first proposition contemplates a permanent | 


port them under all circumstances, according to the 
opinion of the individnal who takes it, but it is, em- 
phatically, an oath to support them according to the 
mterpretation of the legit mate authorities. For the 


erroneous decisions of a court of law, there is the re- 


| dress of a censorial, as well as.of an appellate juris- 


diction: over an act, founded upon an exposition of 
the constitution, made by the legislative department 
of the government, but alleged to be incorreet, we 
have seen the judicial department exercise a reme- 
dial power. And even if all the departments, legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial, should concur in the 
exercise of a power, which is either thought to trans- 
cend the constitutional trust,or to operate injuriously 


system; but the estimate of the particular items ofupon the community, the case is still within the reach. 
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of a competent control, through the medium of an | 
amendment to the constitution, upon the proposition, 
not only of congress, but of the several states. When 
therefore, we have marked the existence ofa national 
bank for a period of twenty years, with all the sanc- 
tions of the Jegislative, executive, and judicial au- 
thoritiés; when we have secn the dissolution of one 
instituuion, and heard a loud and continued call for 
the establishment of snother; when under these 
circumstances, neiilier conkress, nor the several 
st.tes, lave resorted to the power of amendment; 
can it be deemed a violation of tne right of pri- 
vate opinion, to consider the constitutionality of a 
national bank, as a question forever settled and at} 
rest? : 

But, after all, L should not merit the confidence, | 
which it will be my ambition to acquire, if I were) 
to suppress the declaration of an opinion, that, in 
these times, the establishment of a national bank) 
will not oniy be useful in promoting the general wel- | 
fare, but thacit is necessary and proper for carrying | 
into execition some of the most important powers | 
constitutionally vested in the goverament. | 

U poa the principles and regulations of the nation- 
albank. it may be sufficient to remark, that thev 
will be best unfolded in the form of a dill, which 
shail be uninediately prepared. A compound capi- 
tal is suzgested, with a design equally to accomo- 
date the subscribers, and to aid the general mea- 
sures, tif the revival of public credit; bat the pro- 
portions of specie aud stock may be varied, if the 
scarcity of coin saould render it expedient; yet not 
in sO yreat « wegree, as to prevent an early com- 
mencement of the money operations of the institu- 
tion 

4. The estimates of receipts, from the establish- 
ed sources of revenue, and from the proposed new 
duties; and the estimates of expenditures, on all 
the objects contemplated in the present communi- 
cation ; have been made upon a call so sudden, and 
upon materia(s so scattered, that it is not intended 











| 


2. On porter, ale and stron beer, 2 cents 


the stills to be taken off,. and 30 cénts 


per gallon to be laid on the liquor. For 
the present estimate, it is taken at 25. 
cents per gallon $56,000,000 


er gallon, computed on 6,000,00: 

_ lons : 

3. On manufactured tobacco and snuff, a- 
veraged at 5 cents per pound, and com- 
puted on ten million pounds 

4. On leather of various kinds, averaged at 

3. cents per pound, and computed on 

twenty million pounds 

On pig-iron at $150 per ton computed 
on 300,000 tons 

On paper, at various rates, averaging 7 
per cent on the value of the article, com- 
puted on the annual manufacture of the 
value of 2,000,005 dollars 

On playing cards, at 23. cents pes pack 
comptted on 400,000 packs 

On counsellors and attornies at law, pro- 
cess in suits at law and equity, proceed- 
ings i. admiralty, arbitrations and re- 
ferences, and other leral proceedings in 
the courts of the U. States 

. On conveyances, mortgages and other 

contracts relating to real estate 


gal 
, 120,900 


500,000 


600,000 
450,000 


5. 


6. 


175,000 
100,000 


— 
f- 


5. 


300,000 
250,000 





$3,495,000 
The sum to be raised by new taxes, ac- 
cording to the estimates of the secreta- 
ry’s letter, is 7,000,000 
Leaving a surplus for the expenses of col- 


lection and errors in the estimate of —- 1,495,000 
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Congress of the United States. 
IN SENATF. 
October 21. Mr. German submitted for considere’ 





to claim a perfect reliance on their accuraey. They 


are, however, believed to be sufficiently accurate to | 


illustrate and support the general plan, for the revi- 
val of the public credit, the establishment of a per- 
manent system of revenue, and the removal of the 
immediate pressure on the treasury. 

Upon the whole, sir, I have freely and openly as- 
sumed the responsibility of the station in which I 
have the honor to be placed. But conscious of the 
imperfections of the judgmefit that dictates the an- 
swer to the important enguiries of the committee of 
ways and means, [ derive the highest satisfaction 
from reflecting, that the honor and safety of the 
nation, for war, or for peace, depend on the wis- 
dom, patriotism, and fortitude of congress, during 
times which imperiously demand a display of thase 
qualities in the exercise of the legislative authority. 

Ihave the honcr to be, very respectfully, sir, your 


most obedient servant, A. J. DALLAS. 


J. W. Eppes, Esq. chairman of the 
committee of ways and means. 


Scheduleof new taxes referred to in the letters of the 
treasury to the chairman of the committee of Ways 
and Means,in which the taxes proposed in the re- 
port of the committee to the House of Representatives 
on the 10th inst. principally adopted. 

1. On spirits distilied from domestic or fo- 

. reign materials 25 cents per gallon, com- 
puted on 24,000,000 gallons; provided 
the present tax on the capacity of the 
still should be continued. If it is 


thought best to lay the tax entirely on 
Kiquor, then the tax on the capacity of 





ation 1 motion, that it would be expedient to divide 
{the whole militia of the United States into classes 
| from No. 1 to 10, to be liable to be called into ser- 
ivice at particular perieds, &c. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, October 13. The committee appointed 
for the purpose, reported a bill for a temporary res 
moval of the seat of government. Which being 
read, was after debate ordered to lie on the table. 

Tne house then took up the resolutions tributary 
to the merits of general Brown and others—ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading—(they passed 
the next day uzanimozsiy.) 

The resolutions from the senate expressive of the 
sense of congress of the decisive victory obtained by 
com. Macdonough, on lake Champlain, were taken 
up, and also passed unanimously. 

[ These two setts of resolutions shall be preserved 
in the Register. ] 

Friday, October 14. Some minor business being 
done, the house received a message from the president 
—the doors wer= closed and opened again at half past 
two o’clock, when it appeared that the message ém- 
braced the instructions to our ministers in Evrope, 
which, with the exception of a few passages, were 
ordered to be printed. (See last No.) 

The bill for a temporary removal of the seat of 
overnment was laid over for the next day. 

Saturday, October 15. After some business— 
fr. Grosvenor, of N.Y. said it would be recollect- 
d the president, in his message to congress at the 
ommencement of the last session, informed the 
Touse that the commanding general of the Cana. 


| 
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das had selected a number of American prisoners of, Mr, Grosvenor, of N. Y. moved to amend the said 


war, and sent them over to England in close con- 
finement; and that on that act a system of retalia- 
tion had been commenced. It would be recollect- 
ed, also, that towards the close of the session, in 
consequence of a resolution passed by the senate, a 
statement was given of the situation of the prisoners 
sent to England, and of those who as hostages had 
been confined on either side. Many publications 
since made ‘in the public prints tended to shew that 
the difficulty on this head had been settled—how, 


‘motion so as to print these instructions entire, as 
received from the president, (that is, including the 
few passages not deemed proper for publication. ) 
| The Speaker feeling a difficulty in receiving this 
motion under present circumstances 

Mr. Grosvenor required the galleries to be clear- 
ed, and strangers were excluded accordingly. 

The doors remained closed for two hours; when 

It appeared that the motion of Mr. Grosvenor 
was rejected, and that of Mr. Jackson was agreed to.. 





was notknown. He deemed it all important that! The house resolved itself into a committee of the 


the public should know an what principles it had! whole on the bill from the Senate authorising the 
been settled. With that view he offered the eyee] purcirase of Mr. Jefferson’s library; but rose with- 
ing resolution. out making a decision. ‘ 

Resolved, That the president of the United States, | Tuesday, October 18: Mr. Lewis, of Va. present- 
be requested to lay before the housg, if in his opinioned the memoriil of a number of inhabitants of A- 
it will not be inconsistent with the public welfare, lex undria, stating their indignant surprize at the 
all communications to or from the government ofjslanders in circulation respecting that city, and 
England or her agents not heretofore communicated, | praying a full and fair examination by congress of 
relative to the commencement. and progress of the| their conduct during the last visit of the enemy to 
acts of retaliation founded on or produced by the;that town. .Fie memorial was read and referred. 


conduct of the British commander in Canada in! 
selecting and sending to Great Britain for trial a! 
number of individuals taken prisoners of war from. 
the American army; also any information he may. 


After much talking and debate, which at one time 
Was SO animated as to be checked by the speaker, 
the resolution to purchase Mr. Jeffersen’s library, 
(with anemendment requiring that the agreement 


have in his possession relative to the present condi-|to purchase should be ratified by congress before it 


tion of such individuals. 


‘should be binding) was agreed to, and ordered to a 


The resolution was agreed to without debate or | third reading. 


opposition, and a committee ordered to be appointed | 


A letter was this day receiwed from Mr. Dailas 


to present the same to the president of the United|(the new secretary of the treasury) that excited 
States. |yreat attention. The following briefoutline of its 

A report was received from the commissioner of} contents is copied from the ational Intellizencer— 
the revenue, in compliance with a resolution passed | the entire letter is inserted in page 104, et seq. 


the House, on the 19th inst. embracing the amount! 


**The present wants of the nation, ‘he in-dequacy 


of assessments and collections of direct tax, and of! of its present means of defraying them, and the de- 


imternal duties collected. 

The bili to remove theseat of government was then! 
taken up, the question being put, “shall the bill be| 
engrossed and read the third time ?” and decided | 
as follows: 


' 


‘sented in strong lines. 


preciation of the public credit, are frankly exposed; 
the necessity fora prompt application of a remedy is 
stated, the extensive resources of the nation deve- 
loped, and the remedy which he approves is pre- 
he two principal features 


YRAS.—Messrs, Alexander, Alston, Baylies,of Mass. Bigelow,| gre, 1. A considerable increase of the present direct 


Boyd, Bradbury, Bradley, Brigham, Brown, Butler, Caldwell 


Champion, Ciljey. Clark, Condiet, Conard, Cooper, Cox, of N. J.| and interaal taxes, and the imposition of additional 


Crighton, Crouch, Davenport, Davis of Pena. Denoyelles, Desha, 
Davail, Ely, Fisk.of N. ¥. Geddes. of N. Y. Gourdin, Grosvenor, | 
Hasbrouck, Hurlbert, barersoll, Irwin, Jackson,ef R. L. Kent of | 
N. Y. King of Mass. Law. Kovett, Miller, Moffitt. Moseley, Markell, ; 
Oakley. Ormsby, Pickeriv?, Prper, Pitkin, Post, Potter, John: 
Reed, Rea of Penn. Rich, Ruggies, Schureman, Seybert, Sharp, 
Sherwoed, Shipherd, Skinner, Sinith, of N. ¥. Stockton, Stur- 
ges, Taggart, Taylor. Thampson, of N. Y. Udree, Vose, Ward, 


} 


of Mass. Wardof N. J. Webster, Wheaton, Wilcox of N. H. and 


Winter—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Avery, Barbour, Bard, Barnett, Bayly | 
ef Vir. Bowen, Burwell, Cannon, Cappelli, Clepton, Comstock, | 
Crawtord. Culpepper, Cuthbert, Dana, Earl, Eppes, Evans, Farrow, | 
Findley, Fisk of Vt. Forney,Forsythe, Franklin, Gastoa, Ghol-; 
son, Glasgow, Gol’sborouch, Goodwyn, Griffin, Hall, Hanson, Har- | 


internal taxes calculated to produce seven or eight 
millions 2 year, in order with the proceeds of the 
present revenue to establish a solid basis which will 
support the public faith in unbroken strength. 2.4 
boli recommendation of the establishment (at Phi- 
ladelphia) of a national bank, of a capital of fifty 
millions of dollars, two thirds of the capital to be 
subscribed by individuals, the remainder by the U. 
States—payments on the stock to be made partly in 
specie, partly in stock of the United States at 6 


per cent, &c.—the bank to be obliged by law to 


ris, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins. of N. Y. Huvbard, of Mass.'loan to the United States, when required, at an in- 


Humphreys, Hungerford, Irving, Jackson of Virg. Johnson, of | 
Virg. Johnson of Ky. Kennedy, Kent, of Md. Kerr, Kershaw, King, | 


terest of six per cent. any sum not exceeding thirty 


of XN. C. Lefferts, Lewis, Lowndes, Lyle, Macon, M’Coy, M'Kee,| millions of dollars. Such are the most prominent 
AKim, M'Lean, Montgomery, Meare, Nelson, Newton, Parker,!faatures of this important report ” 


Pearsoa, Pickens, Pleasants, Rhea of Ten. Ringgold, Roane, 
Robertson, Sage, Sevier, Smith of Virg. Stanford, Strong, Stuart, 


Wednesday, October 19. The resolution respecting 


Senet, Feinte, Troup, Winte, Wilson of Penn. Wright and ‘the purchase of Mr. ap gee: Speer was passed: 
mutcy.—83. er nr j an n ss to capt. 
[Yeas 74, Nays 83. Absenton this vote, My. An- este hy!orratar ton Phenscrty for de tantare ‘of 
derson from indispositian; Messrs Caperton, INg-i she Epervier was passed unanimously. Progress 
ham, Murfree on leave: Messrs. Breckenridge, Cal-| .... made eather business which shall be noticed 
hioun, Davis of Mass. Hale, Hopkins, of N. Y. How-| ,; ‘t comes to maturity. 
ell, Kilboura, Reed, Ridgely, Sheffey, Smith of! Thurdav, October 20. A committee was raised for 
Penn. Talimadge, Williams, Wilson of Mass. and | the purpose of enquiring into the expediency of re- 
Wood, who have not attended at the present session. ]; pairing or rebuilding, the capitol president’s house, 
So the House determined that the bill should not | ce. burat bv the Gothic aetadnee. 


be engrossed fora third reading; in other words,! 4, committee of the whole a bill was agreed to for 
that it should be rejected. Adjourned. the relief of the officers and seamen of Barney’s 
Monday, October 17. Mr. Jackson, of Va. madejflotilla—to indemnify them for the loss of their 


2 motion to print two thousand additional copies of| clothes, &c. by the destruction of the barges in the 
the instructions te otr ministers to treat of peace in| Patuxent. On this bill considerable discussion took 
place in the house, and it was laid on the table. 


Rurope. 
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_ Friday, Oct. 21.—The house on motion of Mr. 
Eppes of Va. resolved itself into acommittee of the 
whole, Mr. Nelson inthe chair, on the reportof the 
committee of ways and means, and the subsequent 
letter from Mr. Secretary Dallas. 

Mr. Eppes stated that since the receipt of the se- 
cretary’s letter, the committee had revised their re- 
port, and had determined to recommend its modifi- 
cation so as to correspond, in so far as they believed 
consistent with the public good, with the last report 
from the treasury department. 

The report of the committee having been read 
over, the first resolution having been read, which 
proposes to continue the direct tax, and to encrease 
the same 100 per cent. Which was agreed to, 
though opposed by Mr. Oakley, who proposed te 
increase it 150 per cent. 

The additional tax on Whiskey next came under 
consideration—Mr. Eppes proposed to add to the 
duty on the capacity of the still, fifteencents per gal. 
on the quantity distilled—Mr. Fisk of N.Y. moved 
25—after discussion, the subject was laid over for 


which was agreed to without debate; for it 66, against 
it 40. 

Tie committee rose and reported the several re- 
solutions, as amended— : 

The first to increase the direct tax 100 per cent. 
instead of 50 as originally proposed, was agreed to, 
100 to 38. Mr. Oakley proposed to increase it 150 
per cent. For his motion, ayes 20.. The resolution 
being. now on its passage, Mr. Webster explained 
at considerable length the motives and feelings with 
which he should vote, &c. 

Tuesday October 25, ‘The house resumed the con- 
sideration of the report of the committee of Ways 
and Means, as decided in committee of the whole. 

The first resolution to double the present direct 
tax was taken up. Mr. Rhea, of Tennessee, spoke in 
favor of the resolution; and in reply to some of Mr. 
Webster’s remarks. He was eloquently followed by 
Mr. Calhoun:on the same side. Mr, Webster briefly 
C xplained. Mr. Fisk, of Vermont, spoke in a spirited 
mannerin favor of the tax, and Mr. Shipherd warmly 
against it. The main question, to.continue the direct 


further consideration, but previous to the rising of |tax with an increase of 140 per cent. was carried by 


the committee 

Mr. Eppes laid upon the table resolutions embra- 
cing the further, amendments which the committee 
of ways and means proposed to make to their report, 
viz: a combination of a tax on paper and an increase 
on the carriage tax to produce double the present 
amount.of, the cafriage tax ; a Classification of the 
licences to retailers, and an increased duty thereon; 
and the establishment of a national bank. 

Saturday, Oct. 22.—Mr. Eppes reported a bill to 
authorise a loan not exceeding dollars. 

The house went into committee of the whole on 
the report of the committee of ways and means— 


the great majority of 89 to 38. [Yeas and nays here- 
af ev.j s+ . | 

The next, to mcrease the tax on whiskey, coming 
up, Mr. Fisk of Vermont, renewed his motion to 
levy 25 instead of 15 cents on the gallon. Adjourned 
without a decision. 


LB vemts of he Bar. 


HEADS OF NEWS. 
General D1‘ Arthur appears to have arrived at De- 
_troit in good season. The red allies were numerous 





t 
' 
j 








the increase of the tax on whiskey being under con- | in the immediate neighborhood of the place, and had 
sideration. After debate, (which chiefly hinged on |committed many murders. They will, probably, 
tiie question whether the duty on the capacity of the soon be chastised for their crimes. His force is res- 
still should be retained, which was agreed to, as | pectable and, would be immediately increased. 

greatly facilitating the collection of the tax) it was| In the Chesapeake, the small force that remains 
resolved to levy 15 cents on each gallon distilled—' under command of commodore Barrie, is distin- 
ayes 69, nays 62; und the committee rose—25 and | cuishing itself by its. depredations on the Eastern 
20. cents had been severally proposed, and lost.— shore of Maryland—performing the pert of mere 
GPA general disposition prevails to vote the necessa-! robbers. They lately carried off an unarmed citizen, 
ry supplies; though differences of opinion will ex-; and Barrie is said to huve said, that he would make 





ist as to the best means of furnishing them. 

Monday October 24. After other business, the re- 
port.of the eommftttee of Ways and Means was taken 
up in committee of the whole. The third resolution 
“to add 100 per cent. to the duty oa auctions,” was 
agreed to, after debate. The 4th was amended se 
as to lay 100 per cent. on the postage of letiers, and 
agreed to without debate. The next for increasing 
the carriage tax was also agreed to; as was also that 
for classimg the retailers of wines, spirituous liquors 
and foreign merchandize and imposing on them an 
additional duiy of 50 per cent. 

The next, enumerating a variety of articles (see 
page 77) such as manufactured tobacco, cotton yarn, 
&c. being under cansideration—Mr. Eppes moved 
that “cotton yarn” be stricken out, which was agreed 
to—76 to 46; as was also the article “sioes;” the tax 
on paper was changed so as to make it chargable 
with a duty of 5 per cent. a motion to strike out /ot- 
reries Was negatived withont debate. Mr, Goldsbo- 
rough moved to strike out furniture, and his motion 
was supported by several gentlemen, but finally re- 
jected,—51 to 69—so the tax was retained.—Mr. 
Oakley then moved to strike out candles—negatived. 
Mr. Bigelow proposed to strike out leather—nega- 
tived, only 30 rising in favor of it. The next and 
last resolution was in the following words : 

“© Resolved, That it is expedient to establish a na- 
tional bank, with branches in the several states,” 


prisoners of all he could—and also, that he daily 
{expected lord Hill in the Chesapeake, to attack 
| Baltimore. If the latter be true (though we believe it 
j walt not be realized) his lordship will not catch us 
napping. Our commander Scoét is all vigilance and 
activity. Perry is also here to aid and assist. 

| Lake Huron. There is ewery reason to believe, by 
statements in the Montreal papers, that the two 
_schooners left in lake Huron, to blockade Michili- 
macinac by commodore Sinclair, have been surprised. 
and e«xptured by the enemy, in boats and canoes. A 
letter from a William M‘Cay is published, dated at 
La Clocke Sept. 17, in which he says he is there om 
his way to Montreal with the prisoners taken in those 
vesse}s. 

Pensacola. There are many reasons to believe 
that general Jackson has attacked and we trust car- 
ried the neSt of mischief in the south, before now. 
It is notoriously the rallying point of the enemy; 
and has long since lost all pretentions to the charac- 
ter of a neutral place, Powerful reinforcements from 
Tennessee must have joined him—2,000 mounted 
_y>.unteers,tunder general Coffee, marched from Foy- 
\etteville on the 3d instant: He has with him 1,000 
Indians. 

The Niagara frontier and Ontario. Our accounts 
from this frontier are not so distinct as we could 
| wish them. Zzard, with a handsome force, had cross- 


ed at Buffalo, to pursue Drummond. <A batile was 
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“his fleet—it is not absolutely certain that the British 


1190 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1814. 








expected. Our army was in the best order to beat 
the enemy. Chauncey was in Sackett’s Harbor with 


fleet is yet onthe lake. Ouradvices are to the 19th. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

Massacnusetts.—The legislature of Massachu- 
setts has had its extraordinary session. The gover- 
now’s speech will be inserted in our next, but the 
documents accompanying the same, und the pro- 
ceedings and reselves of the legislature must lay 
over for some time and give way to other objects 
morte important, though very interesting to record. 
Among other things done, they have appointed a 
committee of twelve persons to meet such others 
as miy be appointed by the New-England states, at 





Hartford, (Con.) on the 15th day of December next, 





ma liurry (Sept. 28) and could not obtain any papers 
of the place. Indeed, they were refused. The 
ritish, it is stated, will not exchange any more 
prisoners at present. ‘Though the balance‘is in our 
favor, many had been sent to England and others 
were expected to go. Thus, by a possible means, 
does it appear that the enemy is determined to give 
barbarity to the war. About 900 Americans remain- 
ed at Halifax. 

The Analostan, was boarded from a frigate, whose 
captain said to capt. Smith, “your countrymen have 
given us a h—¥ of a drubbing” on trees rg 

Irish papers had been reccived at Halifax giving 
some account of the proceedings of the Peacock.— 
She has certainly sunk a sloop of war, after a very 
short action, and every soul perishing, supposed to 


to confer respecting the public grievances, &c.\be the Columbine. it is further reported that she 


Whey have also authorised the governor to borrow | 


money—and directed the raising of 10,000 infantry | 
and artiliery to serve for one year or during the war, | 
to receive the same pay as the troops of the United | 


had destroyed “at least one hundred British vessels 
on the coasts of Great Britain!” 

Goruic.—Among the few persons who returned 
in the Analostan cartel from Halifax, was a person 


States, and the officers to be appointed by the go- fifty-three years old, who had been captured in one 


vernor with the advice of council. 


proceedings have been extensively patriotic, and are! 
worthy of that great and wealthy state. Governor 
Tompkins was expected to leave Albany the begin- 
ning of this week to take command at New York, 
ani he had ordered all officers-on parole to their 
stations. 

FrMALE PATRIOTISM.—<A bout 200 ladies at Chacles- 
ton South Carolina, after presenting an elegant stand- 
ard, with Fame sounding the trump; on one side this 
motto:—* God for us, and we for God and our coun- 
try.” On the other—“ Let Fame the deed proclaim 
to future ages,” 





jot Cockburn’s plundering and burning expeditions 
New-Yorx.—The extraordinary session of the! 
legislature of New-York is about to-close. Their) 


on the Yeocomico river. They had gallantly made 
him (unarmed) a prisoner, set his house in flames, 
and sent him to Halifax. But getting ashamed of 
the business, (and it is pleasant to observe the ene- 
my has some sense of shame) hé was released and 
sent home, without exchange. ~ 

New-York.—The committee 6f defeiie2 inform 
the citizens that they have reason to believe that 
that “city is in great danger of an attack from the 
enemy,” and invite the people to a renewal of their 
labor in adding strength to the works. 

Cocknurn.—The military character of this “Great 
Bandit” has, we suspect, been overrated. With a 


went to work on the fortifications jfine field for genius and enterprize, he has yet dis- 


and labored manfully. They concluded the day’s ser- tinguished himself for nothing but pitiful pilfering 


vice by offering to make 100 suits of clothes for the 
soldiers to be brought te the defence of the city. 
Inramous. While Mr. Keene, an agent from our 
consul appointed to Wunis, was at Algiers, to cffect 
the release of some American captives there, four 
impressed American seumen were put on shore there 


of the country people, and savage burnings of their 
houses and property. It would be a pity that a 
wretch so lost to honor and humanity should have 
the reputation of a brave man. He appears to be a 
rufian or billy. 

Law or New-rork.— Who would have thought it 


froma British frigate, having obsiinately refused “to\necessary that a law like the following should be 


do duty.’ He fortunately heard of this pefore it was 
known in the city, and had them smuggled to Gibral- 
tar, Where, doubtless, they will be retained as pri- 
soners! The name of the captain of this frigate 
ought to be given to detestation, and the hate even 
ot Winebagoes. Algiers is at war with the United 
States, and ii was the design of the wretch that our 
people should have been made slaves to the other 
dey. Perhaps, however, their condition might have 
been bettered by the change. Slavery at Aigiers is | 
not more severe than on board a British vessel of | 
war, and less hazardous. 

Mr. Keene failed in his mission, though he was 
authorised to give $3000 each for our citizens. The 
number is not stated, but is presumed not large.— 
The dey said he would not let them go, as he wished 
to add to his American captives. 

The old Algerine war had its origm in “British 
influence”—and the present, doubtless, grows out of 
the same fruitful source of misery and distress to 
mankind. 

Excuance.—Com. Barney went down to the Bri- 
tish fleet some days ago and effected an exchange 
for all the prisoners taken at Bladensburg or Balti 
more, by either party—the balance against the Bri- 
tish government to be carried to the general account. 

Tas canrrt Analostan, Smith, has arrived at 
Providence, R.I, She carried about 100 prisoners- 
from Savannah to Halifax,but brought back only a few 





prisoners—6 or 8. She was ordered ffom Halifax 


passed? Who would have believed that our country 
sustained wretches so venal, so base and unprimci- 
pled as to return to the enemy the materials with 
which he would have desolated our country? ¥et 
such knaves there are. The extinction of this devo- 
tion to the Goths would itself repay the inconve- 
nicnces of many years war; and of the good that may 
be expected to result from it, this is, perhaps, among 
the most important things I hope for. 

Be it enacted by the peopie of the state of New- 
Fork, represented in senate and assembly, That if any 
person or persons within this state shall apprehend, 
arrest or detain, or assist, aid or abet, in the appre- 
hension, arrest or detention, of any British deserter 
or deserters, Knowing him or them to be such, and 
with intent to return him or them to the enemy, 
such person or persons, on being thereof convicted, 
shall be deemed guilty of felony and shall be sen- 
tenced to imprisonment in the state prison for the 
term of ten years. —Passed, Ociober 11, 1814. 

Castrxt.—Letters have been received in Newbu- 
ryport from Castine, stating that a British collector 
had opened the evstom house; that all vessels which 
belonged there previous to its surrender, were re- 
stored to their original owners, and allowed a clear< 
ance to and free intercourse with New-Brunswick, 
and ali the British provinces. 

Tur NEW Tenrtrony !—“‘General Order.—Endy- 
myon at Sea, Sept. 15, 1814.—The territory lying 
between the bay of Passamaqueddy and the Penob- 
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écot river having been taken possession of by H M’s 
forces: All vessels clearing out from any port of 
H. M’s North American provinces, for any port or 
place within the territory, including: the port of 
Castine, and the ports and places situated on the 
east side of the Penobscot river, are to pass free and 
unmolested, to bring back return cargoes of lumber 
and provisions; also any vessels being from the port 
of Castine with a license from the commanding offi- 
eers of M. M’s land and naval forces at Castine. 
| *"EDW. GRIFFITH. 

Geszera, Hamerox.—James M. Connet (says a 
Boston paper) has lately recovered before the circuit 
court of the United States now sitting at Albany, of 
mjor-general Wade Hampton, a verdict of $9000 
damages, for abusive treatment under color of mi- 
litary author:ty, while he was in command of the 
army of the north, last summer. 

From Halifax we learn that admiral Cochrane left 
it apparently ina great hurry on the 12th inst. sup- 
posed for the Chesapeake, taking with him a quanti- 
ty of light artillery, but unaccompanied by any other 
ship than his own. The papers intimate that he 
came their with a view of drawing off all the regu- 
lar troops, and to have the forts garrisoned by mili- 
tia, but that sir J. Sherbrooke would not accommo- 
date him. The opinion prevailed that the admiral 
had anew expedition iw view, and left Halifax to 
meet a force at some particular place to execute it. 

MILITARY. — 

The president has conferred the brevet rank of 
major-general on brigadier-general Macoms, for the 
brilliant defence of Plattsburg against the powerful 
force of the enemy under the governor-general of 
the Canadas. 

Assistant-adjutant-general Roger Jonzs, captain 
in the corps of artillery, is brevetted a major, to 
rank from the 15th of August, and major J. Hixp- 
man, of the same corps, has been brevetted a lieut. 
colonel, to rank from the 15th of August also. 

The president has conferred a second brevet on 
that uniformly distinguished officer, captain Nathan 
Towson, of the corps of artillery. He is now a lieut. 
colonel, to rank from the 15th August. 

Such men will establish a precedent for promotion 
according to merit, without regard to seniority. 

{t is stated that major-general Lewis, of U.S. A. 
has been ‘lirected by the secretary of war, to give 
up the command of the state of New-York to gov. 
Tompkins. ‘This arrangement, we presume, will be 
very satisfactory to the people at large, exceedingly 
interested in repulsing the enemy at New-York, if 
he shall attack that most important city. 

Private letters say taat the captures made by cap- 
tain Patierson, at Barrataria, are worth $500,000. 

The army on the Wiagura, under general #7 own, | 
has, since it crossed at Buffalo, killed, wounded or} 
taken of the enemy, or caused to desert from his 
standard, twice and one half of the number it has 
wholly consisted of. This is true and perhans un- 
paralleled. Jzard’s troops are equal to like splendid 
exploits, and we look with confidence to their move- 
ments. 

Major-general Smith, of the Maryland militia, has 
resigned his commission. 

A fine body of Virginians under general Jfadison, 
have arrived in the neighborhood of Baltimore. We 
understand that?5000 men from that state, under ma- 
jor-general Pegram, are collected to act together 
for the defence of Baltimore and pic ages ar 

The governor of this state has been called upon 
by the secretary of war to furnish 4000 men for the 
service of the United States, to rendezvous in a di- 
rection towards Baltimore. They will be drawn 
from the Sth and 9th divistoms, Gorps of indantry 





and. riflemen from the 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th di- 
visions, are invited to tender their services. 
_ Penn. Repub. 

When the militia of Washington and Warren 
counties (N. ¥.) were ordered to march en masse to 
the northern frontier, there appeared- under arms 
250 men more than had ever mustered at an inspec- 
tion or review. The'surplus was made up of exenipts 
and volunteers. PERS OR 
Extract of a letter ftom major Peter Dudley, to his 

excellency governor Shelby, dated 

Head- Quarters, Urbanna, September. 21. 

**T have the honor of informing you, that since 
my arrival at this place, a different result has been 
given the expedition recently abandoned by genera? 
M‘Arthur. I am now engaged in organizing and 
equipping the Kentucky corps under my command 
for immediate service, whith, when united with the 
Ohio volunteers and friendly indians, will compose a 
considerable force, to be employed on an expedition 
which military propriety forbids my divulging, but 
which I presume will be disclosed to you by general 
M‘Arthur. 

GENERAL onpens. Head-Quarters Philadelphia, 
Ocieber 7, 1814. Major-general Gaines takes com- 
mand of the fourth military district. © 

The troops will remain in the positions which they 
at present occupy, until circumstances shall ri: quire 
a change—ard will be reviewed by the major-general 
on their respective parades, between 10 and 2 o’clock 
on the following day, viz: 

At Fort Mifflin, on the Sth. 

At Marcus Hook, on the 12th. 

At Brandywine camp, on the 15th. 
At New-Castle, on the 14th—and 
Billingsport, on the 15th. 

The major-general feels much satisfaction jin an- 
nouncing to the army he has the honor to command, 
that he has received from the commiutice of defence, 
representing the citizens of Philadelphia, the most 
cordial assurance of co-operation and support in 
whatever measures may be necessary for the destruc- 
tion of the enemy, should his temerity drive him 
hither—and it is confidently expected that every 
officer and every man will hold himself ready to meet 
and resolved to beat the invading foe. 

EDMUND P. GAINES, maj. gen. by brevet. 

Platisburg, Oct. 1—When the enemy first took 


possession of this part of the village, they broke 


open the goal and let out two persons confined for 
murder, one for stabbing with intent to murder, one 
for counterfeiting, and four for larceny and other 
offences. 

Much injury has been done to the buildings on the 
north side of the river by the shots from our forts 
and block-houses. Scarce a house has escaped, and 
many are completely riddled. The enemy’s batte- 
ries and the buildings in their rear evince the skill 
and judgment of captain Alexander Brooks, com- 
manding officer of the artillery, and of the excellent 
corps under his command. The enemy declared we 
had French artillerists. Nine dwelling houses, 13 
stores and shops, and two barns, together with the 
court-house and jail, were burned—some of them 
on account of their covering the enemy’s advance, 
and others by accidental shots. 

Erie, Oct. 14. Oa Sunday the Lawvence, Lady 
Prevost and Porcupine sailed) for. Portage river. 
They will transport about 1000 prisoners (those ta 
ken by Perry and Harrison iast fall) from that place 
to Canada. 





BRITISH ACCOUNT OF THE ATTACK: ON BALTIMORE. 
Halifax September 28. 


This morning arrived his majesty’s ships Tonnant,. 


s 
























































Pm sagen 3 


ee — 





(26° Ai MENTO Ai ap 


_ Pern 








ea 








112 NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1814, 








vice-admiral sit A. Cochrane; Surprise and Diomede 
from the Chesapeake. 

An officer of one of the ships has obligingly favor- 
ed us with the following imteresting account of an 
attack made by the British forces upon Baltimore. 

Sir Alexander Cochrane and major general Ross, 
having resolved upon making a demonstation on the 
city of Baltimore, which might if circumstances jus- 
tified it; be converted into a real attack—on the 11th 
inst. the fleet entered the Patapsco, and the frigates, 
smaller ships of war, and. transports, proceeded up 
the river, to an advantageous situation for landing 
the troops, &c: Early on the morning of the 12th 
the disembarkation took place, without opposition, 
of the army, 600 seamen, the 2d battalion marines, 
and. those of the squadron—the whole under the com- 
mand of general Ross, who was accompanied by rear- 
admiral Cockburne—soon after the landing was effec- 
ted, sir A. Cochrane shifted his flag from the Ton- 
nant to the Surprise, and followed by the bombs, 
rocket ships, &c. passed up the river, with the view 
of co-operating with the troops. At day-light on the 
14th the nielancholy intelligence of the death of ge- 
neral Ross was announced on board the Surprise; he 
received his fatal wound from a musket ball, while 
engaged with a small party, in reconnoitering the 
positions of the enemy, and closed his valuable life 
before he could be brought off to the ship. Colonel 
Brook succeeded to the command, and iminediately 
pushed on to within five miles of Baltimore, where 
the enemy (about 6 or 7300) had taken up art ad- 
vanced and strong position; here the enemy was at- 
tacked with an impetuosity that obliged him to give 
way, a1 retreat rapidly in every direction, leaving 
on the field of battle a considerable number of killed 


account of the affair, and the curious may compard 
the one with the other. The thing is expressly cal- 
culated to throw a veil over the matter, and John Buli 
(who believes any thing) will swallow it as the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth—though 
it is neither of the three. 





The following amount of property was taken from 
on board the enemy’s fleet recently captured by com. 
Macdonough on lake Champlain— 

11,800 wt. of powder, exclusive of fixed ammu- 
nition. | 

Between 80 and 90,000 wt. of balls. 

6000 muskets. | 

600 suits sailors clothing. | 

And the winter clothing of the whole of the land ar. 

my. 
“These are glorious and important spoils. 
_ New Bevrorv—From the Newbedford Mercury— 
“Mr. Linpsey is requested by one of his subscribers 
to insert in his paper, that the doctor of the priva- 
teer Saratoza (now fittmg for a cruise at Fairhaven) 
applied some days since, to several apothecaries of 
this, place for a medicine chest; allof whom peremp- 
torily refused supplying him with that article, or 
with any drugs or medicines for the use of the pri- 
vateer.” 

We think the gentlemen did themselves much cre- 
dit; and we hope their example will be followed by 
the citizens of this place generally. Let it be dis- 
tinctly understood, that privateers cannot obtain sup- 
plies of any kind at this place, and we shall no lon- 
ger be infested with those nuisances. Let them fit 
and refit from that sink of corruption, that Sodom of 
our country, called Baltimore, and not by seeking re- 


and wounded and two pieces of cannon. jfuge here, put in jeopardy our shipping and our tewn, 


At the dawn of the next day, the bomb vessels 
having taken their stations, supported bythe Surprise 
and the other frigates, opened a heavy fire (within 
shell range) upon the fort that defended the entrance 
of the harbor of Baltimore, which had-the effect of 
shewing the strength and fortifications of the enemy; 
on the land side tue town was defended by a chain 
of redoubts connected by a breastwork, a large train of 
artillery, and a force apparently of from 15 to 20,000 
men; the entrance of the harbor was obstructed by a 
barrier of sunken vessels, defended by gun-boats, and 
flanked by powerful batteries. 

These circumstances preventing any effectual co- 
operation from his majesty’s ships, «nd it being con- 
sidered that without it there was too great a dispa- 
rity of force to justify an attack by the army upon 
the above positions of the enemy—and as a primary 
object of the expedition had been accomplished—it 
was thought proper to withdraw the troops—and the 
next morning they embarked without the least an- 
noyance from the enemy. 

The result of the demonstation has been the de- 
feat of the army of the enemy—the destruction by 
themselves of a quantity of shipping; of an extensive 
rope-walk, and other public erections—harrassing 
the armed inhabitants of the surrounding country, 
and drawing off their attention from other impor- 
tant points. 

Our loss on the occasion we are happy to learn, 
did not exceed, in killed and wounded 250 men. 

fA letter from Washington says general Ross was 
killed by a shot from a boy behind a tree.] 

About 250 American prisoners had been lately sent 
to England. Several hundred negroes arrived in the 
last vessels from the Chesapeake. 

aPpThe preceding is what admiral Cochrane’s sea- 
men will call. a “ tough yarn,” and is essentially false 
in many of its particulars. But it is useless to point 
them out—we have already given « ful/ and faithfud 


and necessiate our yeomuanry at this busy season to 
leave their farms uncultivated to defend our harbor, 
which were it nota place of refuge for what has 
been emphatically denominated “licensed pirates,” 
would not need a soldier to insure its safety. 

A SHIP OWNER. 


OP The enemy himself, (as indeed do all civilized 
people) so far respects the character of a surgeonas to 
give up his person,without exchange. But Amerieans 
to Americans refuse even medicines for the sick!— 
These folks profane the name of Fi/ashingion—let us 
hear what he said on such things—“The very idea of 
“the power and the right of the people to establish go- 
‘‘vernment (said president Washington) pre-suppo- 
“ses the duty of every individual to obey the established 
“vavernment. <All obstruetions to the execution of 
“the laws—all combinations and associatiens, under 
“whatever p/unsible character, with the real design 
“to direct, controul, counteract, or awe, the regular 
“del. beration and action of the constituted authori- 
“ties, are destructive of this fundamenial principle 


| “and of fatal tendency.” 
} 








| A Paris paper of May 18, says—The kmg has 
|named mons. D’Ambray, Chancellor of France, all 
the members of the provisional council of state, as 
| well as the chancellor and M. Ferrand, ministers of 
istate; M. the prince of Benevento, mimister and se- 
'cretary of state for foreign affairs; M. the abbe Mon- 
'tesquieu, minister, and secretary of state for the In- 
terior; general count Dupont, minister and secreta- 
ry of state for the war department; the baron Louis, 
minister and secretary of state for the Finances; ba- 
ron Malouet, minister and secretary of state for the 
Marine; count Bengot, director general of the Po- 
lice; M. Ferrand, director general of the Posts; M 
Berenger, director general of Indirect Imposts. 
A number of French fishgrmen bare reached the 


banks of Vem/figndgugs 
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hind: ‘sth cana 





